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{s the Foundation of Vertue, there ought very eare 
ly to be imprinted on the Mindof a Young- 

Man, à true Notion of G O D, as of the 
independent __ Being, Author, 
and Maker of all things: Ana, 
conſequent to this, inſtil into 
bim a Love and Re- 
verence of this 
ſupreme Be- 
ing. 
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Advertiſement - 


TO THE 


READER- 
N 


Otwichſtanding that 
rhis'enfuing treatiſe 


hath not been defign'd 
by the author for public 


view, yet ſome friends f 
his, unto whom it has 
been communicated, have 

A 2 thought 


Adveriiſement. 
thought fit therein to ex- 
ceed his intention, They 
do not, however, judge it 
needful for them to usher 
it into the world by any 
prefatory diſcourſe. The 
thing it ſelf is short, and 
will ſoon ſpeak its own 
errand. Wherefore, with- 
out other ceremony, they 
commit it to the reader's 
judgment, and to God's 
bleſſing. 


ws 


TO" MIT 


Daughters M. & K. 


My deareſt Daughters ! _ 

INCE the time that providence 
ſedarated your mother and you from 
me and your brother, tho all my 
melancholy hours have ſeemed to run ex- 
ceeding ſlowly, yet thoſe eſpecially have 
been unto me the moſt heavy and irkſome, 
which ue were formerly accuſtomed to im- 
ploy in your brother's and your inſtruction. 
My pleafure was then great, to obſerve 
your daily proficiency in drvers commenda- 
ble qualiſications, under your mother's 
diſcreet conduct; and it was conſummated 
in thoſe evening converſations wherein vue 
exerciſed Jour diſcurſive faculties. Where- 
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fore, the interruption of that pleaſure has p- 
not a little augmented unto me the tedi- c: 
ouſneſs of her and your abſence. de 

Now the beſt remedy that ] have been hi 
able to find for this trouble has been to ex- 
erciſe my wn tbwughts in the fame medi- ¶ br 

tations wherein we formerly exerciſed þ; 
yours. And after having done ſo ſome ,; 
while, I reſolved im m mind ro trawl yi, 
them wp into ſach a form as 1 ordinarily i 1 
wade the metibod of wy teaching. Dou tt, 
newember, undoxitedly, bow I hawe . 2 
zen told yau, That our knowledge is at Il ad 
leaſt ſeemingly, if wot ally, = kind of i ve 
remembrance: I mean, That there are 

ſuch ſeeds of it in aur nature, as are al- p01 
ways ready to ſpraut out in the ſame man- },, 
ner, when they are aſſiſted by the {ame 
comvenieut culture; ſuch aw wniformity in 
our general ideas uf things, as ban the 

ſame hints aud admonitions, and with the 

ſame ſtriftneſs of application, will refolue 
mto the [ame particular concluſions. This, 

I ſay, has made me digeſt my meditations 
into the form 7 a Conference; in the firſt 

part 
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as part of which (it being properly catechiſti- 
.. cal) the reſpondent is led by a natural or- 
der of queſtions to draw his anſwers out of 
een his own ſtock. ; 
x- In the doing af it Ihave made uſe of your 
di- brother's name, and have thereby given 
ſed I him a peouliar title tothe thing. But as I 
me i am deſirous that it may be a common memo- 
aW Wl rial of me unto all of you, when I shall he no 
rily more, 1therefore make it yours alſo by this 
Tou dedication: And for the ſame reaſon, I 
of= I have likewiſe added unto it a copy of that 
at I advice which I formerly gave him, in ſuch 
f verſe as my unpractiſed Muſe then diftated. 
The ſubje I have treatedis the moſt im- 
portant of any ſubjeck. And my deſign in 
handling it is to give all of youſome real 
help to conduct your ſelves in the true 
way to happineſs: Which 1 take tobe the 
only warrantable end of any long continued 
*udy. How far I have ſuccezded in that 
deſign will be beſf known by the fruits you 
ball bring fort i your lives and conver (a- 
tions, Buy mb-WYÞat thoſe fruits may ſpring 
rte more bay, andoivbvit danger vf 
bee 
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being choaked by the weeds of prejudice, I 
will endeavour à little to facilitate the one, 
end remove the other, by acquainting you 

ith ſome particular rules which I pre- 
Fabel unto my ſelf in this undertaking, 
and by which you may take a right mea- 


ſure of the performance. 1 
T have often, with grief, effected upon 


the great differences that are in mens opi- ;/ 

1 nions about matters of religion. And in ,, 
= feeking out the cauſes thereof, tho Thnowll þ, 
many have concurred; yet this has ſeemed 


4 

ro me one of the moſt univerſal, viz. Be- 0 

cauſe men have not examined things to the of 

bottom. They have failed in their Foun-W 7; 

dation- work. They have too much ſlight te. 

ed that philoſophy, which is the natura 4; 
religion of all men; and which being e. 

natural, muſt needs be univerſal, and re; 
eternal; and upon which therefore, or aff hoy 
leaſt in conformity unta which, all inſtitu 1a: 
ted and revealed religion muſt be ſuppoſedfſ ar. 

to be built. They have alſo forſaken the 211% 
rule of right reaſon, which only is capabiſ tho 
2 


1 to produce true ſymmetry in their intelleci 
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al buildings : And they have apply'd them- 
ſelves, without any rule, to the interpreta- 
tion of words and phraſes, which being 
eaſily ſuſceptible of various ſenſes, have 
produced as many deformed irregularities. 
Nay this diſorder has been ſo great, that, 
inſtead of dizging in the leaſt for their foun- 
lation, they haue frequently began to frame 
their theological ſyſtems at the higheſt 
boints of revelation: And in that they 
have acted as extravagantly, and uncer- 
tainly, as that man should do, who would 
undertake to frame a roof for ſome fabrick, 
of whoſe dimenſions he bad no cognizance. 
To remedy this evil, I have begun my Ca- 
techiſm at the firſt principles that I could 
iſcern in humane nature, and I have pro- 
ceeded to build thereupon as gradually and 
regularly as T have been able. So that I 
hope the whole buſmeſs of religion, whether 
natural or inſtituted, will appear in this 
raught to be a ſteady proſecution of one 


nd the ſame regular deſign, in God the au- 
or of both. And Tam ſurethat aright 


nderſtanding of that truth will give great 
ſaticfaction to any conſidering mind. A. 
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Another thing that has yet more troubled 
me than the former, has been to obſerve the 
fad conſequences in whichmankind has been 
involv'd by the forementiom d differences. 
opinion; Rash judgment and cenſures, ha-W; 
rreds and animoſities, diſputes and wars. 


The mild and ſociable nature of man has been 


thereby transformed into a:greater ferocity 
| than that of bears and tygers. And what 


is the moſt deplorable conſideration of all, is, 

that theſe miſthiefs have been more fre 

quent, and more violent, ſince thepropage 

Zion of Chriſtianity n the world, than be. 

(a) Mat- — Pore. As if indeed Jeſus Chriſt, (a) acc 
Luke 32-51. ing to his own expreſſion, were not come 
to give peace upon earth, but diviſionar 

a ſword. Far be it from us, nevertheleſs, 

to attribute any ſuch thing to the genius e 

His religion, which comſiſts aubolly in humility, 
aueokneſs, moderation, benignity, aud other 

uch. like focial vertuos. No, the'miſchig 

ariſes from the perverſeneſs of mens'ſpirits, 

who have turned the wholeſomeſt food, nal 

the higheſt elixir, into the rankeſt poyſon. 

They have not been content with the ſim 
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no Wlicity of the goſpel, which is a plain rule 
'0 rue, living well, but have ſtrove to out- wit 
been ue another in finding, out: hidden n yſteries 8 
lud as auy one has hit upon a-conceited div. 
Fiction, he hat immediately call dthat au- 
the eſſence. of chriſtianity. Fromthense 
ban ſprung. the various. ſects. inta which. 
he chriſtiau avarld is divided» And ſecu- 
ar intereſts being now. interwoven with. 
his Vain glorious humour, the diſtindtion of 
ecke is kept on foot, and. looked. after, far. 
ore carefully than the . eſſential duties of 
ife. This is the deplorable ſtate of things at 
bis time. And the conſideration hereof has: 
Wren tho needle that has. chiefly directeu my 
ourſe in the management of:my ſubject. Fon 
aving ſeen tho fruitleſs effetts of all contro- 
ver ſial undert akings ; fruitleſs, I ſay, in any 
thing: that. is truly guad; but exceed 
700 fruitful in nourisbing'the ſeeds of enmity 
aud all manner of evil; Ireſolved with my. 
ſelf, iuundertaliug t his cuar b, to a uaid . ſtu- 
diouſly all thut ever is controverted . y any 
* thut call thæmſolues chriſtians. and toaruu 
»pauly a ſcheme of ſuch things as they are all 
agreed 
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agreed in, and which lead direftly um 
practice. | 

\ Theſe, I ſay, have been the particul, 
rules unto which ] have thought fit to con 
fine my ſelf, in the condutt of my main defign. 
And therefore ] adviſe you to apply 
ſelves only to the making uſe of what Tha 
clearly expreſt, and to be very reſerved in 
drawing inferences from my omiſſions. Be- 
cauſe T profeſs plainly to you that 1 have 
not handled every point that I my ſe 
judge uſeful, but only ſuch as T judge moſt 
uſeful, and moſt conformable to the forego- Nea 
ing rules. 

Now, to conclude, I muſt declare to you 
that I am ſtrongly perſwaded ſomething of 
this nature might be of great uſe in the 
world, towards the healing of our ſad diui- « 
ſions in religious affairs, by drawing men off e 


from their vain niceties, to ſolid and uſeful Ii. 


doctrine : Tho I know alſo that any ſuch .. 
deſign would in its firſt appearance, be uio- Pix 
lently oppoſed by all thoſe who have embra- cl 
cedthe intereſt of any particular ſect. If this 

very riſe 
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ry writing of mine should. come to the 
ht of any ſuch perſons, I am confident, 
bat, tho' they abould find nothing expreſt.in 
but what they themſelves approve of, yet 
e omiſſion of other things which they de- 
ght in, would male them condemm it. All 
Caries are ſo fond of their own badge of. 
ſtinckion, that t hey are ready to try out a- 
zinſt every thing whith- bears not that 
zark, as antichriſtian at leaſt, if not a- 
eiſtical ana diabolieal. Nevertheleſs their 
probation; in ſuch a. taſe ar this, is of 
eater weight than their cenſure : Becauſẽ 
the one they all agree, but inthe otber they 
differ. Neither Papiſt nor Proteſtant, 
a) nor any of theſubdivifions on either fide, 
t approve of all inſtructiomt tending to pis-· 


vi- ¶ and virtue; which are the only. things 
e aimed at. In that they are una- 
u Nous. But in matters of meer [peculati- 
ſuch e, and outward weconomy(which are the 


vic inge here omitted) they are as oppoſite to 
ra- Nach other as the poles of the heavens. I lay 
this i therefore upon the incouragement which. 
very iſes from their general approbation ; and 
re- 


refer unto them the task of reconcile 
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zheir own differences, before I shall eſter 
the conſideration thereof to be of any greal 
moment. Tet Ido not, for all this, in an 
Wiſe preſume to think that theſe meditati 
ons of mine are proper for publick view. An 
underta ting of that nature requires f 
greater abilities in every reſpect᷑ than 
are, anda more entire and uninterrupted 
leiſure than I enjoy. If God ſee it fitting 
be will in due time raiſe up ſome other tha 

may perform it more *worthily. In th 
mean while, however, T hope the endear 
ment of afather's recommendation "will ad 
ſome ftrengthunto what may be orher ui 
but weakly inculcated to his children; ani hi. 
that ſo this preſent performance will be oor 
ſome uſe unto mine, for whom eſpecially 1 


have writ it. 1 am, 


n ee * 
Your truly affectionate Father 


8. July the iſt. 
1686. 


A RATIONAL 


ATECHISM: 


Or, an inſtructive 


CONFERENCE 


BETWEEN 


i FATHER and a Son. 


OME, ſon, fince we are now at 

ſome leiſure from our ordinary oc- 

cupations, and have thereby the ad- 

ntage of enjoying that freedom of thought 
A4 hich is inconſiſtent with the cares of the 
be qorld, I am deſirous to take this opportu- 
zlly iy of exerciſing your mind in ſpeculations 
|  nobler uſe, and even of univerſal influence 
pon your whole life. Compoſe your ſelf 
erefore to ſeriouſneſs : lay aſide, and if it be 

oſſible, for one hour, forget all that ever you 

atheti ve hitherto learnt : attend only to the genu- 
e reſult of your own preſent reflexions: and 

B in 
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in that manner anſwer me with a manly | 


berty to what I shall ask you. 

S. I am infinitely obliged to you for you 
conſtant care of my improvement in all thing 
laudable, and shall at this time endeavour t 
obſerve the rules you giye me as exactly as po 


fibly I can, V 
F. Tell me then, in the firſt place, what! ine 
is that you love beſt. ecl 


S. I know you will not have me diſtir 
guiſh between your ſelf and my mother, an 
I hope you doubt not but you are both of ye 

the joint objects of my beſt love. nal 

F. No matter ' what I think, or what . 
doubt of. I deſire only to hear your thought 
but to hear them pure and undiſguiſed. Th 
you may not therefore either deceive you 
ſelf, or diſſemble with me, conſider this caſc 
Suppoſe both your Parents and your ſelf ha 
been any where lock'd up. together, ſo lony 

without food, that we were all well nigh read) 
to dye for Hunger, and that in thoſe circum 
ſtances ſome friend ſent you privately a ſini 
morſel of meat, capable only to ſuſtain you 
life for a few Hours, and withal ſent word 


that we could none of us in that ſpace have 
an 


MIA RATIONAL CATECHISM. 


y more. In ſuch a caſe, tell me truly whe- 

er you would eat that meat your ſelf in 
ivate as it was given you, or diſcover and 
ive it unto either of us. | 

S. You put me to a hard choice, which I 
ould willingly be diſpenſed from. 

F. I know very well where the difficulty 

inches you. *Tis not in chuſing, but in 
eclaring your choice, Wherefore I once a- 

ain exhort you to deal freely and ſincerely 
ith me, and I aſſure you that I will not 
: offended with any determination you 
hall make, but on the contrary much plea- 
d to hear one made in ſimplicity and truth. 
S. What you intimate of offence aſſures 
e that I need not make any declaration at all 
pon that matter. For I perceive thereby 


d ſee into thoſe ſecret movings of my heart 
hich I am aſhamed to diſcover. 

F. 'Tis enough. I will ſpare your bluſkes. 
ind now taking for granted that, in ſuch a 
ale as we have ſuppoſed, you would pre- 
er the preſervation of your own life before 
ours, I deſire you to conſider again, and tell me 
hether you love your ſelf or us the better. 

B 2 S. What 


Hat you know the weakneis of my nature, 
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S. What shall I ſay! you force me to ac- 
knowledge that I love my ſelf better than 
perhaps I ought to do. 

F. That is not the thing that J am now en- 
quiring after, whether this ſupreme inclina- 
tion of ſelfelove be well or ill, but only he. 
ther it be ſo or no. Conſider therefore, fur · 
ther, if there be nothing elſe in nature that 
more nearly afſects you than your ſelf. 1 
mean not perſons, but things. Do you 
not feel in your heart ſome deſire of Honour 
of power, of pleaſure, or of riches? 1 know 
you do, Tell me therefore in -what rank 
you place thoſe things. 

S. I do not find that I love any of thoſe 
things ſimply for themſelves; but only 2 
they have relation unto me and becauſe they 
may be of ſome conveniency or advantageli 
unto me: So that my love of them is but ſe- 
condary, and for my own ſake. And there- 
fore, for ought I now ſee, I muſt remain of 
opinion that I love my ſelf primarily,. and tht 
beſt of any thing. 

F. No doubt you do ſo : nor shall I ever 248 
adviſe you to do otherwiſe. But here | nd 
muſt admoniſh you, that the management of 

| — 
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this principe requires your utmoſt care. For 
pon the right or wrong uſe thereof depends 
your happineſs or miſery. Obſerve therefore 
hat, tho' this ſelf-love be a ſingle and general 
rule of nature, yet thoſe things which you 
have well obſerved that we love ſecondarily 


M. 
o ac. 


than 


„en- 
clina- 
whe- 
_ fur- 
that 
1 
| ou 
nour, 
now 


rank 


more eaſy or more ordinary than for men 


pinion of ſome good, to place their affecti- 
ons upon ſuch things as are really evil. Now 
he fad conſequence of ſuch ill placed affecti- 
ons is at the beſt a certain fruſtration. For 
o' thoſe Perſons do obtain that very thing 
hich their deſires are let out after, yet find- 


1 


uy as 
they 
ntage 
at ſe- 
here- 
uin of 


id the 


dected, their diſappointment is the ſame or 
greater than if they had obtained nothing at 
ll. And this alone is no ſmall degree of mi- 
ery; but inſtead of good to find an evil, is a 
great one; and to be continually obnoxious 
o ſuch like miſcarriages, is the greateſt. 
heſe are the effects of precipitancy, igno- 
ance, and error. But, on the contrary, to 


| 5 veigh deliberately the true value of things, to 

ere underſtand it, and accordingly to direct our 

nt of B afſecti 
the 3 ections 


2 exceeding - various; and that nothing is 


o err therein, and out of a wrong conceived | 


ng not therein that real good which they ex- 


749922 


neceſſity and difficulty of that work, an 


inſtruction than to expoſe my ſelf to ſuch 
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afſections unto the proſecution of ſuch 0 
jects as are truly valuable, theſe are the me 
thods in which our principle of /elf-love m 
be conducted, and in that manner it will no 
fail to lead us to a happy iſſue. Theſe thing 
I tell you before-hand, that you may h 
ſenſible of their importance, and thereupa 
apply your mind with due circumſpection t 
the diſcuſſion of ſuch queſtions as I noi 
deſign to propound unto you. 

S. Alas, I am at once ſo ſenſible, both of the 


thereupon ſo fearful of miſcarrying in it, thi 
I am forced rather to beg the benefit of you 


examination. 
F. Be not ſodiffident of your ſelf. Tab 
courage. Remember oaly to obſerve my a 
vice of attending cloſely to the genuine 
ſults of your own reaſon, and let us try wh 
ther that will lead us. 
Seeing that in the general you find you 
ſelf inclined to love or deſire nothing but « 
it appears ſome way conducive to your 01 
good, conſider a little which of thoſe thing 
that I have propounded to you appear mol 
fo 
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o; and tell me thereupon which of them 
you moſt deſire. I will repeat and alittle ex- 
uin em, that you may deliberate maturely. 
By honour I would have you underſtand 
uch a repute and fame of ſome thing excel- 


eſpect in others. By power I mean not only 
rength of Body, but ſuch an authority over 


dnly thoſe childiſh Sports which you have hi- 
herto delighted in, and begin now to aban- 


ay be ſuited unto the variety of deſires 


vith it. And by riches I would have you 
epreſent unto your ſelf the means whereby 
en ordinarily procure unto themſelves all 
dutward injoyments. Tell me therefore 
vhich of theſe things do you now con- 
eive moſt conducive to your happineſs . 
S. As you repreſent them they all ſeem 
good upon different accounts. And for ought 
nat I know, many other things beſides theſe 
r mo?) be repreſented unto me in the ſame man- 
oer. So that truly I find a great difficulty to 
B 4 make 


ent in your {elf as may excite admiration and 


ome number of men, as renders them ſubject - 
o your commands. By pleaſure 1 intend, not 


gon, but all other manner of delights that 


hich your progrefFin years will bring along 
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make any juſt compariſon between them, and 
thereupon to determine which hath abſolute- 
ly the moſt good in it. | 

F. What, are you ſo unreſolved in your 
judgment concerning the value of theſe thing 
that you bear an equal indifferency toward 
them all, and have no inclination or deſire af 
ter any of them? 

S. To proceed with that precaution which 
your leſſon requires, it certainly bchoves mi 
to govern my deſires by judgment, and there 
fore to reſtrain all deſire of thoſe things unt 
I be convinced of their different value. 

F. Well, but for all this, I am of opinion 
there is ſomething elſe, which you do 
ready ſo far underſtand to be for your goo 
that you can not chuſe but deſire it earn 
eſtly: And I had rather hear you remark i 
your ſelf than that J ſhould name it. 

S. Let me ſee: Thus far we are come 
There are many things which preſent them 
ſelves unto my choice under the appearan 
of good; ſome of which are indeed ſuch : 
they ſeem to be ; others, notwithſtanding 
their ſpecious appearance, are real evils ; but h 
how to diſcera and diſtinguiſh between ti 
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n, ani one and the other I am yet ignorant. You 
Glut. ask me now what it is that I moſt deſire. Ab- 
ſolutely it is nothing elſe but ſuch a know- 
ledge of all things relating to my own good as 
may enable me to chuſe and proſecute that 
which is really moſt conductive unto it. 

F. I perceive then that knowledge is the 
primary object of your deſire. And Iam not a 
little pleaſed that you make it ſo : becauſe 
indeed it ought to be the firſt ſpring of all 
our motions. But that 15 yet too general. 
Tell me therefore what particular ſtudy of 
knowledge you are chiefly addicted unto. Is 
it the knowledge of God, of his eſſence, of his 
attributes, of his laws? Is it the knowledge of 
nature, of the univerſe, of mankind, of your 
ſelf? Is it the knowledge of any particular arts 
and contrivances that are effected by men? or 
is it any other thing that humane underſtand- 
ing is or may be converſant about ? 

S. I muſt anſwer again unto theſe parti- 
culars as the former, that I am rather con- 
founded with the conſideration thereof than 
any ways able to determine which of them 
is indeed moſt worthy to be elected. But 
however this general circumſtance, which I 
B 5 ſtick 
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ſtick cloſe unto, viz. That my knowledge ma) 
be ſuch as to enable me to chuſe and purſu: 
the proper means of my own happineſs, will | 
hope by degrees conduct me unto ſome fur. 


ther diſcovery. 


F. You gueſs right. It will infallibly 
do it. Let that therefore be the rule of al 


your reſearches. And now, applying that rule} 


to thoſe particular heads of knowledge that 
propounded, God, nature, man, &c. tell me 
which of them ſeems to you the moſt im- 
portant object of your firſt ſtudy. 

S. My aim being to ſeek my own happineſs, 
I conceive eaſily that it is not obtainable, 
firſt, without ſome competent knowledge of 
my ſelf who am the ſubject of it; next, 


without ſome knowledge of that happineſi| 


which is the object of my deſire; and laſtly 
without the knowledge of the means that lead 
untoit. And therefore I conclude it may be 
proper enough for me to begin my ſtudy with 
an enquiry into my own nature. That, I ſup- 
pole, will alſo ſhew me what ſort of happineſs 
I am capable of : and I eſteem that it will then 
te ſcaſonable to look after it. 


F. Very 
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F. Very well. I like your method. It is 


orderly. And the proſecution of it will pro- 
bably bring into conſideration whatever other 
topick may be material to our ſubject. Now, 
that we may proceed therein, I would have 
you reflect ſeriouſly upon what you judge 
moſt obſervable in your ſelf, and then tell 
me what manner of thing you take your ſelf 
to be. 

S. I cannot but obſerve that where- ever I 
am, I fill ſome place, even as all other mate- 
rial things that ſurround me: and therefore 


whatever I am, I think my {elf to be framed 


of the ſame matter as they are. 


F. So far right. But do you not further 


perceive ſome faculties in your felf which 
are peculiar to mankind, and which none of 


thoſe other material things that ſurround us 


are endued with ? 

S. Yes: I have ſenſe, which is not found 
in ſtocks and ſtones. And J have further this 
faculty of thinking, refleting, or reaſoning, 
wherein you now exerciſe me, which I take 
to denote ſome excellency in mankind vaſtly 
different from any thing even in animals, and 


that not only in degree but eſſence. 
F, Theſe 
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F. Theſe two obſervations of yours im- 
ply this definition of our ſelves ; that we are 
thinking ſubſtances. But it remains ſtill to be 
e1quired, whether that fore-mentioned ma- 
terial part of us, which you have obſerved to 
fill ſome place (or, as others expreſs it, to be 
extended) I ſay, whether that be not the ve- 
ry ſame thing with that which'thinks ; and 
that ſo this thinking and reaſoning be nothing 
elſe but an effe& produced by the different 


modification and motion of that matter 


whereof we are compoſed; or, on the con- 
trary, whether our thinking faculty proceed 


from any other different and really diſtin 5 


principle. This conſideration is important. 
Weigh it carefully. 


S. I hope I have not been too raſh in hint- | 


ing already that I gueſt that faculty to denote 
ſome excellency in us eſſentially different 
from any thing in animals, whoſe compoſi- 
tion I ſuppoſe to be one of the perfecteſt 
productions of modified matter. 

F. I do not ſay you have been too rash in 
that aſſertion. But however, without de- 
ter mining any thing about animals, the know - 
ledge of whole nature is of little conſequence 
to 
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to us, I defire to hear you explain more p:r- 
ticu/arly upon what ground you fancy any 
principle in your {elf to be eſſentially different 
from matter. 

S. If I find any operation whatſoever in 
my {elf above the power of matter, I muſt 
needs conclude that it proceeds from ſome 
principle of a different nature. 

F. Can you give me 221 inſtances of 
ſuch like operations? 

S. When J reflect upon the nature of mat- 
ter, its extenſion, its diviſibility, its aptitude to 
veceive never ſo various modifications and mo- 
ions, yet, into whatever form or motion I 
conceive it put, I can not for my life find any 
ſuch thing to reſult from thence as that bare 
hint · ¶ ſenſation which I am endowed withal. Much 
note eſs therefore is it to be reputed the principle 
rent N of my nobler faculties. 


poſi- F. What are thoſe nobler faculties, which 

cteſt ¶ vou think meer matter leaſt capable to pro- 
duce ? 

h in S. They are chiefly memory and ratiocina- 

de- 105. 

ow- F. Why do you affirm that matter is nor 


ence ¶ capable of memory? 
to S. If 
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b. If we were compoſed only of meer mat. 
ter „then all the remembrance that we have 


of any thing would be effected by materia 
impreſſes or characters placed in that part of 
our Body where that faculty reſides. 

F. I grant it. And why may we not be- 
lieve that it is ſo? 

S. The multitude of things that we re 
member, would, upon that ſuppoſition, re- 
quire ſuch a multitude of different characters 
that it is impoſſible any ſuch part of our body 
wherein that faculty can be placed ſhould 
contain them; much leſs could it retain them 
in that order, and repreſent them in that 


manner to our imagination as we find we 
have them. 

F. It does indeed ſeem abſurd that ſo many 
various things we have in our mind should 
have there ſo many diſtin& material exiſten- 
cies. And that will appear yet the more ab- 
ſurd, if we obſerve that amongſt thoſe ideas 
which repleniſh our mind, there are ſome of 
them of things immaterial ; as truth and falſe· 
hood, virtue and vice, honour and diſhonour, 
and the like. But let us go on. Explain to 
me now why ratiocination can not be per- 

formed by meer matter. S. That 
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S. That needs no further explaining than 
only to ſettle the meaning of the word. By 
atiocination therefore, I underſtand that act 
of the mind, whereby, comparing together 


ſuch notions as either have been long or are 
but newly implanted therein, we from thence 


draw conſequences, and raiſe other notions, 
hich we were formerly ignorant of. Now 
if memory alone be beyond the power of 


matter, it is paſt all doubt that this further 


&, which reviſes, and compares ſuch things 


as are already in the memory, muſt needs be 


uch more ſo. 

F. Theſe difficulties of explaining divers 
operations that we find in our ſelves, by the 
Power of matter, I allow to be invincible. 
But therefore, ſince we are ſtil] ſure that we 
are capable of thoſe cpzrations, it remains 
hat you explain unto me by what other 


means they are performed, and shew me that 


Herent principle from which they proceed. 
S. Alas, you now poſe me. Iam not able 
o do it. Thoſe very things, thinking and 


eaſoning, are themſelves the moſt eſſential 


haraters that I know, of that Being which 
xerciſes them. I am only ſure that I have 
them 
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in my ſelf, but how they are performed I am 
utterly ignorant. 

F. If it be ſo indeed that you can go no 
further, yet conſider now at leaſt what al 
this diſquiſition we have hitherto made into 
humane nature amounts unto, and what con- 
{ſequences ariſe from thence for your uſe. 

S. My knowledge hitherto amounts to 
this, that we have in us two diſtin principles; 
the one whereof is material, whoſe eminent 
property is extenſion; the other immaterial, 
whoſe eminent property is thought. 

F. Thoſe two principles are termed mat- 
ter and ſpirit, or in ordinary ſpeech, 6ody and 
ſoul. Let us make uſe therefore of thoſe re- 
ceived expreſſions. And now do you go on 


to tell me what conſequences you perceive] 


to ariſe from this diſtinction, 

S. The moſt important conſequence there- 
of is this, that our bodies and ſouls, being of 
different natures, are diſpoſed for different en- 
joyments and ſufferings. The body is not ca- 
pable of thoſe pleaſures which are peculiar to 
the ſoul. Nor 1s the ſoul, by any evident 
neceſſity, to be eſteemed ſubject unto that 
change and diſſolution which attends the 
body. F. The 
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F. The neceſſity of the ſouls diſſolution 
with the body is indeed not evident from any 
80 no thing you have obſerved upon their natures, 
at a But neither is lis diſtinction of their natures 
into ſo full a proof, as might be wiſh'd for, of ſo 
con. comfortable an expectation as that of the 
a ſouls duration hereafter. As we proceed fur- 
ts to ther we ſhall infallibly meet with other ar- 
iples; ¶ guments that will yet better confirm thoſe 
ment BY hopes. And other conſequences alſo, of leſs 
erial, importance, will fall occaſionally in our way, 
as we come to treat of other matters with 
which they are connected. In the mean 
while, it is time now that. we look back 
unto the method which you firſt propoſed 
for your inquiries, and ſtrive to diſcover what 
ſort of happineſs that is, which this nature of 
ours, ſuch as we have deſcribed it, is capa- 
ble of. 

S. I conceive the ground and ſubſtance of 
all bodily happineſs to conſiſt in health. The 
gratification of our ſeveral appetites may in- 
deed increaſe the degrees of it, but health is 
the moſt eſſential ingredient, without which 
our bodies will be always miſerable. And as 
tor the happineſs of the ſoul, I think it may 
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be eſteemed compleat whenſoever we enjo) 
intire [atisfaion and contentment of mind. 

F. Since you diſtinguiſh our happinel| F 
into theſe two kinds, it is neceſſary to fu ( 
the juſt eſtimate of each of them; that we 
may thereupon direct our chief purſuit aftaſ 
what ſhall appear moſt important. 

S. I have no difficulty to determine the 
happineſs of the mind, ſuch as I have de- 
ſcribed it, to exceed that of the body: not 
only becauſe the ſoul is the nobler being, (ti 
that which rules the body) but more eſpect 
ally becauſe my Idea of that happineſs is the 
more compleat. For where the mind is tt 
tirely ſatisfied, there is nothing wanting. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I would not deſpiſe the other. Fort 
I confeſs the buſineſs ſeems to me yet ſurer 
when both are joined. But that conſiders 
tion afflicts me: Becauſe I obſerve daily, that, 
notwithſtanding all imaginable precautions, 
the bodies of all men are frequently afflicted 
with painful diſeaſes, conſtantly obnoxious 
to accidental hurts, and inevitably ſubject to 
final decay; which things make that ſort of 
happineſs imperfect, or the attainment of it 
impoſſible. I look therefore chiefly towards 
the 
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the other: but, alas, I look yet in vain. My 
ſoul ſeems capable of it: but it knows not 
where to find it. I beg of you therefore to 
direct me ſpeedily unto that object of my 
ſearch : for I now deſpiſe all other ſtudy in 
compariſon of it. 


F, This is what I have already hinted to 
you, that the regular purſuit of your happi- 
neſs would lead you into the conſideration 
of other topics than thoſe you have hitherto 
mentioned. Conſider therefore the nature of 
all things in this viſible World. Conſider 
the improvements that are made upon na- 
ture, for our conveniency, by the art and 
contrivance of ingenious men. Are any of 
theſe things, or all of them together, capa- 
ble to confer that ſort of happineſs which you 
Judge to be peculiar unto your Soul? 

S. No, they are not. For, being all of 
them corporeal ſubſtances, they can have no 
operation but upon my body: or, at leaſt, 
they cannot affect my ſoul but by means of 
thoſe bodily organs unto which it is now 
united. Since therefore we have already con- 
cluded the perfection of bodily happineſs to 
be unattainable, it is in vain for me to expect 
that of my ſoul by thoſe means, F. 
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F. Where then will you look for it? 

S. I know not well. But ſince it is not 
to be found in any corporeal exiſtence, nor 
is my ſoul ſingly able to work her own hap- 


pineſs out of her ſelf, I muſt either find it inf 


ſomething more perfect than my ſoul, or de- 
ſpair of ever finding it at all. 

F. What idea have you of any thing more 
perfect than your ſoul ? 

S. I have yet no clear idea of any ſuch 
thing. But this I am ſure of, that whoſoever 
made my ſoul is perfecter than it. The prin- 
ciple, whatever it be, from which it ſprung, 
muſt contain in it ſelf more eminent perfecti- 
ons than thoſe that I perceive to be in me, 

F. You ſce how mankind is born into 
this world, one generation ſucceeding ano- 
ther; and that we are born at once of ſuch a 
double nature as you have obſerved, both bo- 
dy and ſoul. Do you therefore intend that 
anſwer as a mark of reſpect unto me, your fa- 
ther, as the author or cauſe of your ſubſiſtence? 

S. Iam deeply ſenſible of the reſpe I owe 
you. But I confeſs that I now look further, 
Ils not only the principle of my own being, but 
that of mankind, which I ſeek for, The pro- 
Pagation 
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th dagation thereof from father to ſon will not 
is not Nerve my turn, For tho' I. revolve in my 
houghts never 1o many thouſand ages back- 
rards; nay, tho' I should go ſo far as to find 
dne ſingle man, the firſt of all men, from 
hom the ſpecies has been derived; yet I 
ave ſtil] the ſame queſtion to ask concern- 
ng him as concerning me. He made not 
imſelf. Who, or what, was it therefore 
kat gave him his being, and his capacity to 
eget others like himſelf ? whatever that was, 
t mult neceſſarily contain in it great perfecti- 
dns. And it can be no indifferent thing for 
5 to know, or to be ignorant of it. For, 
5 in the courſe of generations there is a 


no tic relation between father and ſon, the 
0 Witter depending upon the former, and being 
ch 2 WF..:urally obliged to certain duties towards 
= im; ſo, much more ought we to conclude, 


hat he general author of mankind does nei- 
a- Nie- abandon his off-ſpring, nor leave it free 


ncet rom ties of duty. And if I could once be fo 
I appy as to diſcover him, and pay thoſe du- 
er. 


ies which I owe him, I doubt not but I 
Gut F.0u1d therein find that further perfection of 


ö appineſs which ] {earch after. 
tion F. 1 


= . 
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F. I perceive this thought has warmed 
you. But let us not over-shoot our mark, 
You inquire after the original cauſe of the 
firſt man. Is that ſo difficult to conceive? 
conſider the various productions of nature. 
This earth whereon we live, our general mo- 
ther, being invigorated with the lively heat 
of our univerſal parent, the Sun, produces 
yearly innumerable objects of equal aſtoniſh- 
ment with this you ſtick at. Neither are 
her productions confined to ſo exact a regu- 


larity that we may not imagine her capable 
to have ſometimes brought forth other man- 


ner of beings than what she now ordinari- 


ly does. The odd irregularities that we yet 


meet wyithal ever and anon are an undeniable 
proof of it. And why may not therefore 
the firſt production of mankind be attributed 
to the happy rencounter of ſome convenient 
matter, which, cheriſhed and aCtuated by a 
due proportion of nutritive heat, ſprung up 
into that form we ſee it? if this do not {a 
tisfy, we ſhall be to {eek for the firſt cauſe of 
all other animals as well as of our ſelves, and 
ſo involved in endleſs diſquiſitions. 


S. No 
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armed s. No, no, I now perceive that our diſ- 
mark, Niſitions upon this head will not be endleſs. 
f the Medraw near to a reſolution of them. Tho- 
eive? ¶hould grant the poſlibility of man's pro- 
ature, Wction. in that manner which you have en- 


mo- ¶NRvoured ſo plauſibly to deſcribe, that does 


heat t at all extricate me from my firſt difficul- 
duces ] but rather intangles me more in it, and 
"niſh- iges me to look further. Let it be fo, 
at both men and beaſts have been originally 


er are 

regu- Noduced by the earth and ſun. Yet, who is 
pable Nat made that earth and ſun, and alto thoſe, 
man- her innumerable numbers of glorious bo- 


inari- Ws that environ us at greater diſtance? : they 
e yet ve all had their firſt cauſe as well as we. 


niable nd the cloſe relation they have unto one. 


efore Mother, with their dependance upon one 
auted Mother, does evidently. demonſtrate that the 
went Wt cauſe of them all is one and the fame. 
by age is one, only, original and univerſal cauſe 
g up all things. And that being fo, I muſt raiſe 
t fa. y idea of its perfections yet ſo much higher 
ſe of Nn 1 firſt conceived them, as the univerſal 
and Ame of all things is a compleater producti- 

than chat of me in particular. This con- 

cration makes me conclude thoſe perfecti- 
No I: to be no leſs than infinite. F. You 
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F. You have rightly concluded. That 
ing which formed all other beings muſt of ul 
ceſſity be abſolutely perfect. And that it 
which we call GO D. The evidence of tb 
concluſion depends upon ſuch undeniab 
principles that it cannot be doubted of. 
the order of things that produce one anothe 
ſome one muſt neceſſarily be firſt. Whatſoew: 
that firſt be, it muſt contain ſupereminent 
in it {elf all thoſe per fections that are ſea 
tered among the reſt. And the uniting 
thoſe ſcattered perfeftions makes the idea 
their author abſolutely compleat. I have 
peated theſe heads that they may be firm 
rooted in your memory, that fo the fou 
dation of this important concluſion may nj 
ver be shaken. But we muſt not reſt hen 
This idea of God is a fountain of light. 
us follow the ſtreams that it ſends forth, : 
{ee whither they will carry us. Tell 
therefore more particularly what you cot 
ceive to be comprehended in this notion 
a being abſolutely perfect. 

S. So great a perfection as that is, fas paſſe 
my weak capacity. And indeed I canno 
imagine it poſſible for any man, being finite 
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comprehend the extent of thoſe perfecti- 
which we have concluded to be infi- 


7 
F. Tho' we cannot comprehend all, yet 
may ſome. Attend therefore cloſely to 
ſenſe of that definition, and you will 
t find it difficult to deſcend into ſome par- 
ulars. 
S. Thus far indeed I think I ſee clearly; 
at 4 being abſolutely perfect muſt have in 
ſelf whatever is neceſſary not only to his 
n being and happineſs, but likewiſe to the 
ng and happineſs of his creatures. 
F. That is one ſtep. Mind now the con- 
huences of that anſwer, and you will 
Wvance further. But do it by degrees. In 
firſt place, examine what you find to re- 
It from the firſt part of your anſwer, 
hich relates ſimply to the being and hap- 
neſs of God himfelf, 
S. If he have in himſelf whatſoever is ne- 
fary to his own being, (without which he 
n in no wiſe be eſteemed perfect) and if 
have not received any thing from with- 
ot himſelf, (which has been already demon- 
ed, in ſhewing that he is the firſt cauſe 
C of 
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of all things) it then follows that his ! 
or exiſtence is neceſſary; that it always 
been, and that it always will be; which i 
ſay that it is eternal. Again: If. he have 

himſelf whatſoever is neceſſary to his 0 
happineſs, (without which alſo he muſt 
far ſhort of perfection) it follows not 
that his nature is uncapable of a final di 
lution, but even of any ſuffering or chan 
which, being affectations incident to all 
ter, J make uſe of the term you have allo 
: ed me to ſignify its contrary, and call h 
14 - ſpirit. Then, joining together theſe two 
'' -Cluſions, I fay that he is an eternal ſpirit. 
| F. What are the conſequences of the! 
F cond branch of your anſwer, vix. That hel 
1 in himſelf whatſoever is neceſſary to the 
| ing and happineſs of his creatures ? or rati 
firſt, what is the reaſon upon which 
ground that propoſition? for it appe 
not ſo evident as the other. 
S. The firſt part of that propoſition 


evident enough from the very exiſtence MF'® 
the creatures. For ſince they are, and he 
trom him, it is clear that he has in himk 
whatſoever was or is neceſſary either 

produ 
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Ways 
hich is 
e have 


oduce or to conſerve them. And to prove 
e ſecond, I nced only obſerve wherein the 
meral happineſs of the creatures conſiſts ; 
hich I conceive to be in their attainment 


his of chat end for which their author deſigned 
mult em. For it cannot be doubted but he, 


not ( 
nal d 
r chan 
o all 
ve all 
| call b 
two d 
pirit, 
Ff the 
hat hel 
the 
Ir rati 
hich } 

appe 


ho had in himſelf the power to produce 
em, can much more eaſily by the ſame 
wer conduct thzm to that end for which 
produced them. So that I find in him 
be original ſpring both of the being and hap- 
neſs of all things. 

F. Proceed then to draw the inferences of 
at propoſition, as it relates to the crea- 
res, 

S. His giving being and happineſs unto 
e creatures ſeems to me to imply princi- 
ally his ſoveraign perfection of goodneſs, of 
dom, and of power. His goodneſs is appa- 
nt in the deſign of all his works, his wiſ⸗ 
m in the contrivance of them, and his 
wer in the execution. The one prompts, 
e other directs, and the third accompliſhes, 
heſe I think are the main branches into 
hich that conſideration may be divided: 
d as we can perceive the connexion of 
C 2 others 
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others with theſe, we may ſafely refer thc 
to the fame original ſtock of abſolute je 
fection; which is God. 
F. Will you go on to particularize a 
others that you find to have their riſe fro: 
theſe? 

S. That purſuit would be long. And 
know not whether at this time it be v 
needful. For other inferences will of then 
{elves occur on particular occaſions. And! 
the mean while I perceive that we have 
theſe three a ſolid foundation of that hap 
neſs which I am ſeeking after. For ſeein 
my notion of God's wiſdom aſſures me thy 
he news what is beſt, and his goodneſs u 
power that he is both willing and able to 
it, I cannot doubt but it is already done. 

F. What, do you mean that by this diſc: 
very you are now actually ſtated in thy 
happineſs which you was a while ago u 
quiring after? For that is beſt for you. A 
you ſeem to infer that whatſoever is beſt 
already done. 

S. No. Tho'I am aſſured that who 
is beſt for the univerſe is done, yet my con 
prehenſion of that general good is too ſhc 
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determine me in the particular applicati- 
of it. On the contrary, rather, ſince I 
nd my ſelf to be yet ſhort of that happineſs 
rize u hich my nature is capacitated for, I con- 
iſe fro le that it is in order to ſome more gene- 
| good that I am ſo. And, in effect, tho 
cannot comprehend the depth of all God's 
vorkings, yet I eaſily ſee a poſſibility that it 
nay be for the advantage of the whole that 
me ſort of creatures paſs unto their per- 
Aion by degrees. And probably I my ſelf 
nay be of that ſort. This ſtate wherein I 


IISM, 


fer the 
lute je 


ſeein ow am, may be a paſſage. Which being ſo, 
ne tht is ſufficient for me in particular that I am 
eſs et into the way, and have a capacity given 


e to work out in time that further degree 
pf happineſs which I yet want. And that 
am really in ſuch a condition is clearly de- 
Jucible from the forementioned triple idea 
df God's perfections. For, ſince I am ca- 
u yacitated for a further degree of happineſs 
han what I now enjoy, and ſince I am na- 
turally bent upon the purſuit of that happi- 
neſs, it is unconceivable that infinite good- 
com neſs, wiſdom, and power, should have given 
ume that capacity and that bent of nature to 
C 3 be 
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be always fruſtrated. 1 fay therefore th 
my attainment of it in the end, provided | 
{werve not fram the way, is as certain a 
it already effected. 

F. Since you will not now purſue tk 
ſearch into the particular perfections of ti} 
Deity any further, conſider with your (ff i 
once again how far we are yet come; a 
ſee, according to your own propoſed metholf | 
which way you. ought next to bend you 
thoughts. 

S. I can do it eaſily. For I take care noi 
to let ſlip that clew which you directed nf 
in the beginning to hold faſt. 1 feek mb 
own happineſs. In order to that, I how 
conſidered what I am; what is the chief 
happineſs that I am capable of; and whi 
that happineſs is to be found. I have def 
termined that the nobleſt part of my na 
is ſpiritual; that my chief happineſs m 
therefore alſo be ſpiritual; and that it aa 
only be found in God. I have proceeded 
to take ſome view of thoſe perfections which 
the idea of God preſents unto me. And 
there we ſtick, Methinks therefore it lies 
now naturally before me to look after th! 
14 
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ore tly or means that lead unto this happineſs 
ovided | 


ertain voi 


c of my ſearch. 

F. Tis well oblerved. Continue there- 
ue th re to reflect attentively upon what you 
of > : dave hitherto diſcovered; and try ſtill, in 
our own thoughts, whether the conſidera- 


r no. 


=p": now methinks I begin to. diſcover a 
7 ile as I was once hinting at the conſidera- 
Jon of our lying under ſome ties of duty 
owoards the author of our Being: and I ac- 
knowledge that you did it with reaſon. For, 
as I had not then cleared up to my own 
mind the idea of that author, it would have 
been impoſſible for me, in thoſe circum- 
ſtances, to have framed any right apprehen- 
hon. of my duty towards him. But now 
that I have attained to ſome competent 
knowledge both of him and my ſelf, I doubt 
not but from the compariſon of thoſe ideas I 
all fad ſome rule of duty to reſult. And 

C 4. I doubt 


hich I have propoſed for the ultimate ob- 


Jon thereof will direct you unto thoſe means 


S. I have indeed perceived ſome glimmer- 
ng thereof all along as we have proceeded, 


earer light. You were pleaſed to turn me 
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I doubt yet leſs that my following that rut : 


is the direct and only means of bringing mt 
VI 


to my deſired happineſs. 
F. You ſay you doubt not of theſe thing: 
But, once again, why ſo faſt? why may it ; 
not yet be doubted whether he hath given 
us any ſuch rule or no? what importance is i 
to him what courſe we take? we ſee that 
all men, who follow never ſo various way 
of living, arrive indifferently, and without 
diſtinction, at their laſt end, which is the 
grave, And what happineſs then can you 


propoſe unto your {elf to find in one courſe Bk: 


rather than another ? | 

S. I perceive that I have been too haſty, 
in ſtarting a double concluſion without ex- 
plaining the premiſes from whence 1 draw | 
it. My mind has run quicker than my 


tongue, and has cauſed my expreſſions to C 
take that leap which your queſtions now 


bring me back again to walk over more lei- 
ſurely. I muſt do it therefore ſtep by ſtep, 
and endeavour to tread ſure as I go along. 
F. Doſo. I wait your motion. 
S. I muſt prove then, in the firſt place, 
that the author of our Being, which is God, 
| hai 


SM. 
ing mi 


thing: 


; ways 
it hout 
is the 
n you 


courk ton, I will not deny but that obligation is 


ha ty, F 


It ex- 
draw 
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vat ro” really obliged us unto ſome duty; in the 


ext place I muſt inquire what that duty is; 


Ind in the laſt place, examine how my happi- 
/ ariſes from it. My firſt propoſition is 
Peneral. And methinks this general conſi- 


may it 
| . Peration may ſerve to clear it. If God be 
given f 
* he author of all things, then whatſoever we 
* ad our ſelves obliged unto by the nature of 


hings ; 1 mean either of God, of our ſelves, 


r of others; we are obliged unto it by God 


himſelf, who framed and diſpoſed things in 
hat manner. 
F. Yes, if we are under any ſuch obliga- 


id upon us by God. But how does it ap- 
pear that we are under any ſuch obligation 


Wt all? 


S. If I miſtake not, we have already ſuf- 


ciently eſtabliſh'd that, in the beginning of 
Pur inquiries. The deſire that every man 
Was to procure his own happineſs is general, 


und whatſoever is general is natural. The 
ways indeed in which men ſeek it are dif- 
terent, and therefore ſome of them muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be preternatural. But the general 


bent after, and deſire of happineſs, is the 
Cx fame 
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fame in all men, and therefore the purſuit 
it is an obligation laid upon us by: nature he 
ſelf ; that is to ſay, a duty enjoined us by Gul 
F. Grant that the ſearch of happineſs uf 
general be a natural inclination, and by co 
ſequence our duty; yet, ſince all men a 
ſubject to err in the particular ways «| 
purſuing it; what can it avail us to knonſ 
in general that we are under ſuch an oblig 
tion, while we have no rule to direct us if 
the particular obſervance of it? : 
S. Youare pleaſed in that queſtion to mak 

2 ſuppoſition which-I muſt not grant. TE 
errors of ſome men do not prove that wi 
have no rule given us to walk by; but ol 
that, if there be any ſuch rule, thoſe ma 
do not obſerve it. And I think we har 
already agreed upon a principle from which 
it will neceſſarily follow that we have ſom 
ſuch rule given unto us, whether they of 
ſerve it or no. If it be inconſiſtent wi 
our idea of God that he ſhould have give 
us this bent of nature after happineſs, and 
at the ſame time have ſubjected us to a pe- 
petual fruſtration (which I prove to be in- 
conſiſtent, in that ſuch a fruſtration is ral 
| | miſery, Þ 
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miſery, and that it is directly repugnant to 
his goodneſs to have framed creatures on 
deſign to make them miſerable) I ſay then, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that he ſhould have 
given us ſome rule whereby to direct us in 
the particular purſuit of that happineſs, which 
he has obliged us to ſeek after: becauſe 
otherwiſe we should be for ever fruſtrated 
of it. Which is abſurd, 

F. Can you show me 4 rule which is ca- 
pable to guide us exactly in this purſuit, and 
which is general to all mankind ? for ſuch 
it muſt be, or none. 

S. I think I can. And if 1 had not gueſt 
at it beforehand, this laſt character which 
you require in it is too evident a diſtinction 
to leave any doubt thereupon. In a word, 
The rule of all our actions is, or ought to 
be, right reaſon. This faculty of reaſoning 
judges of truth and error, of good andevil; 
weighs one thing with another, and chuſes 


the beſt. The progreſs you have already 
helped me to make therein aſſures me of a 
greater perfection hereafter than what I have 
yet attained unto. I now. indeed grope af- 


ter an unknown way, and advance not with- 
FE: | out 
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out ſome doubts and fears; but I am per- 
ſwaded that a continued ſincere, and ſtrict 
application to this exerciſe will produce a 
ſteady firmneſs of judgment, capable to di- 
rect my practice. And, above all, I ſay that 
your laſt forementioned character takes away 
all doubt upon this matter. For if God hath 
given any ſuch rule unto mankind (as it 
hath been already proved that he muſt of 
neceſlity have given ſome) it can be no other 
than this rule of reaſon: becauſe none other, 
than this, is or can be general: and this be- 
ing ſo, muſt therefore be eſteemed natural; 
that is to ſay from God; and by conſequence 
alſo ſufficient. 

F. I will not juſt diſpute againſt theſe ge- 
neral arguments, which you have made uſe 
of to prove that God has obliged us unto 
ſome ſort of duty, and given us the means 
of knowing it. But however, I shall eſteem 
the thing yet better proved, as well as illu- 
ſtrated, when J shall ſee you go thro your 
next propoſed enquiry with any accuracy, 
and shew me thoſe particular duties that we 
xe obliged unto, 


S. To 
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per- 
ſtrict 
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S. To do that, I muſt refer our duties un- 
o certain principal heads, which are very 
obvious, and from which all particular 


rranches take their riſe. They are theſe. 
Vs God, to our neighbour, and to our ſelves. 
And! chuſe to begin with the laſt of them. 
Vet us reflect therefore upon our own na- 
ture, which we have concluded to be com- 
Wpoſed of two principles, matter and ſpirit, 
Gor body and ſoul. Theſe two principles in 


us conteſt frequently between themſelves, 


Ierawing ſeveral ways. The body delights 
only in the preſent gratification of its ſenſes, 
without knowing any bounds thereof, or 
foreſeeing any conſequences. The ſoul has 
not only its own delights of a more refined 
Fnature, but it alſo judges concerning thoſe 


of the body. It weighs a ſenſual gratifica- 


tion with a ſpiritual inconvenience, a pre- 


ſent good with a future evil; and it is able 


upon the compariſon of all circumſtances to 


chuſe what is moſt conducive to the hap- 
pineſs of the whole man. Now from this 


ſimple conſideration of our own nature, I 


affirm that there reſults this plain duty, in- 


cumbent upon us, viz. That we ought to 


keep 
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keep our bodies in continual ſcabjection uni 
our fouls, as ſervants unto their maſtin 
And the reaſon of that duty will appear ye: 
more evident by the miſchiefs that folloy 
a contrary practice. For where this ſubo- 
dination is not eſtabliſhed, all corporeal gr: 
tifications grow exceſſive: and the excels o 
ſuch gratifications breeds endleſs inconveii 
encies. Thoſe of eating and drinking cloul 
and darken the underſtanding, by the groſ 
vapors which they ſend up into the brain 
Others ener vate the ſtrength of the body. Thy 
very deſire of any of them with earneſtnei 
excites Paſſions, breeds diſorder in the. mind 
and unfits it for deliberation. And the tw 
frequent indulgence thereof poſſeſſes th 
whole ſoul, and ſtifles all thoughts of an 
nobler enjoyment. In a word therefore, i 
is our indiſpenſable duty to uſe great mots 
ration in all bodily ſatiſfactions, and to pre 
Fo ſerve the abſolute dominion of the "I o 
the body unviolated. 

F. This is very well. But it is nothin 
elſe than what you ſaid even now; that wh 


ought to govern all our actions by reaſon, 
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S. J am very glad it is ſo. And I hope 
what I shall have occaſion to ſay further in 
the remainder of my reſearches will conti- 
nue to prove ſo likewiſe: I mean that right 
We reaſon and true Intereſt will be always found 
to be but one and the ſame thing. 

F. Proceed then, in your own method, to 
what you think fit to explain in the next 
phce: 

S. My next task is to inquire into thoſe 
particular duties which we are obliged unto 
towards our neighbours. And that I may 
diſcern them clearly, I judge it convenient 
to take a view of my own circumſtances, 
and of the relations wherein I ſtand towards 
others. I conſider my ſelf as born naked 
into the world, uncapable to provide or help 
my ſelf even with the neceſſaries, much leſs 
with the conveniencies of Life; and there- 
fore ſtanding in abſolute need of others aſ- 
ſiſtance. From that eſtate, by the aſſiſtance 
of others, I grow up gradually unto ſome 
meaſure of ſtrength, and become capable of 
many things. But with all that capacity I 
am yet far ſhort of being able ta provide 
alone for my own ſubſiſtence, Fox, in ef- 


fect. 
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fe, that proviſion implies no leſs than to 
cultivate the earth, and prepare the fruits of Wl 54 
it for food and rayment; to kill the beaſts, Mer 
and prepare likewiſe their fleſh for meat, 
and their skins and fleeces for cloathing; to 
dig up ſtones out of the entrails of the 


earth, to hew down trees, and build houſe; her 
for defence againſt the injuries of weather; {Win 
the leaſt of which things requires ſo many ch 
inſtruments wherewithal they are to be di 
done, fo much art and labour in the doing, Wy 's 
that few men are capable of executing any WW '* 
one of them, without taking advantage, and 


making uſe of ſomething done by others; 
much leſs can any man be ever capable of 
all. Neverthelefs all theſe things are fo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for us, that it is not poſ- 
fible without them to preſerve life; or tho' 
it could be preſerved, yet even life it ſelf in 
that condition would not be defirable. This 
being fo, I have continual need of my neigh- 
bour's aſſiſtance in one 'thing or another: 
and my neighbour has the ſame need of 
mine. To obtain his, I muſt therefore give 
him mine; and to obtain mine, he muſt 
give me his. It is not to be had on either 
ſide 
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its of ¶ ade at any other price. Thus the neceſſity 
xalts, of mutual ſuccour ties all mankind together in 
meat, ¶ ene common bond. It makes it as neceſſary 
2; to for each individual perſon, to endeavour the 
* the good of the whole, as of himſelf in particu- 
ouſes lar: becauſe he cannot enjoy the one, but 
ther; {Win contributing towards the other. There is 
nany che obligation of intereſt which infgrces the 
» be duty. And our duty reſulting from hence 
ing, is plainly this; hat we bear an univerſal 
love and goodwill towards all men. Or more 
particularly, that we look upon our neighbour's 
concernment as our own, and that ſo we be 
as ready to ſerve him on any occaſion, as 


ab- WW we defire he ſhould be to ſerve us; nay, 
of. that we look upon the general concernment of 
tho WE mankind, as far more important than our 


own, and that ſo we prefer the publick 
good, and the eſtabliſhment thereof upon 
principles of univerſal rectitude, before any 
ſiniſter private advantage. This I take to 
be a ſummary of that law which nature, or 
God, obliges us unto towards our neigh- 
bours. And whoever carries this in his mind, 
will need no great comment to teach him 
his duty in particular occaſions. This hearty 
bene- 
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benevolence prohibits the doing any manne: 


of injury, and enjoyns the doing all man 
ner of good. It lays alſo the foundatin ! 
of government, and it obliges us to truth h 
and juſtice, and to all other vertues wid 
are neceſſary to the preſervation of ſociety. I b 
fine, it ſecures the happineſs of each man in . 


this world, as much as that happineſs can pol. 
ſibly be ſecured. And therefore I concludes 
gain, that this friendly diſpoſition towards al 
men, is areciprocal duty, nay the fountain of al 
ſuch duty, required of each man by God himſel 

F. I will not interrupt you with any cb 
jections. Go. on to your next head, 

S. My next and laſt head is to examine 
what are thoſe particular duties which we 
owe unto God himſelf, I repreſent therefor: 
unto my {elf that idea of abſolute perfection 
which we have attributed to the author of 
our being. And the very firſt ſight of ſo 
dazling an excellency ſtrikes me down be. 
fore him in. humble adoration. The fur- 
ther contemplation of it ſhews me my 
duty of ſubmitting patiently unto all the 
diſpenſations of his providence; as being 
aſſured that whatever is ordered by ſuch a 
almighty 
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almighty principle of infinite wiſdom, and 
coodneſs, cannot chooſe but be for the beſt. 
ſce therein the ground of my praiſing 
him for what 1 have, and praying to him 
for what I want : becauſe he is the diſtri- 
buter of -all things. I am enamoured with 
the beauty of his perfections, and thereby 
drawn into an ardent deſire of enjoying 
thoſe of them which are communicable, and 
of imitating thoſe of them which are imitable» 
according to the degree of my capacity. That 
reflection fixes my thoughts particularly upon 
his wiſdom and goodneſs : the firſt of which 
reminds me to guide all my actions by that 
meaſure of wiſdom, that principle of reaſon, 
which he has given me: the other is a 
new incitement to all as of kindneſs towards 
thoſe that are within my reach, and to an 
unlimited benevolence towards all men, All 
theſe things, and all the reſt that I have de- 
duced from former heads, are inforced upon 
me by the authority of this ſupreme law- 
giver. And this is the perfection of all my 
duties, that I perform them in obedience to 
his command, and with fo exact a ſmcerity , 
as may give me confidence before him, who 
beholds the inmoſt ſecrets of my heart. 

F. Me- 
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F. Methinks you have omitted, upon this 
laſt head, to ſhew how theſe particular du- 
ties towards God come to have the force 
of a law upon us. At leaſt you have not 
done it, as in the former heads, by ſhewing 
their connexion with our intereſt. 

S. If I have not done it ſo expreſly as] 
ſhould have done, yet I think I have tacit] 
implied it. Beſides that all thoſe duties | 
have hinted at, are evident means of render- 
ing me acceptable unto my maker, and con. 
ſequently of obtaining the fruits of his fa 
vour, which muſt needs include a high de- 
gree of happineſs ; I fay, belides that, the 
laſt ingredient which I required in all our 
duties (J mean that of ſincerity Y does carry 
along with it its own reward, viz, that fa 
tisfaction of mind which is not other wiſe 
to be had, and which we have ſome while 
ago concluded to be the higheſt degree of 
happineſs that we can here attain unto, 80 
that this ſet of duties, as well as the ref 
have the inforcement of intereſt to make then 
a law. 

F. Well; ſince you have now gone thro 
your propoſed claſſes of duty, I will at thi 

time 
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time take a little review of what you have 

faid; that we may ſee whether any diffi - 

culty yet remains, and what further is to 

be enquired after. Upon our moderation in 

corporal enjoyments, and the apt diſpoſition 

of our bodily organs, follows a clearneſs of 
mind, capable to direct us in the choice and 

proſecution of our greateſt good. Upon our 

kindneſs towards others, follows their kind- 

nels towards us, and the effects of that mu- 
tual! kindneſs are private con veniency, and 
publick ſecurity. Upon our humble and ſin- 
cere adoration of an all- ſecing God, follows 
that inward comfort and ſatisfaction of 
mind which ſurpaſſes all other worldly fell. 
city. And upon the contrary of all theſe 
practices, follow the contrary inconvenien- 
cies, So that our obligation unto theſe na- 
tural duties, is confirmed by the natural ef- 
fects of their obſervance or neglect; that is 
to ſay, by rewards and puniſhments. This 
is the ſubſtance of your diſcourſe upon thoſe 
heads. Let us now examine if it be clear 
and unconteſtable. I ask you therefore; do 
theſe conſequences ſo neceſſarily follow their 
premiſes, theſe effefts their cauſes, that 
whoever 
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whoever practiſes thoſe duties, cannot ſa 
to obtain that happineſs, and who neglect 


n 


Ircu 


nd ! 


them, to fall into thoſe inconveniencies tha 


we have diſcourſed of? 


S. I muſt acknowledge that thoſe tw. 
firſt ſorts of happineſs, which J have de 


ſcribed, as appertaining to the two firſt 
claſſes of duty, do not indeed ſo neceſſari 
follow thoſe duties, but that they ma 
ſometimes fail. The ſoul has not fo abſc 
lute a ſuperiority over the body, as not to 
be ſometimes diſturbed thereby in her fun- 
ctions. And the kindeſt natured perſons are 
ſometimes expoled both to want and injury, 
Nevertheleſs thoſe duties are the 'plain and 
ordinary means to avoid theſe inconvenien- 
cies. The firſt of them goes as far as the 
frailty of our bodies can admit; and the 
ſecond would be infallible, if it were univer- 


fally received. The rule therefore muſt not 
be wholly rejected, becauſe of ſome few 


-exceptions ; eſpecially when thoſe excepti- 
ons ariſe (as here) from extraneous cauſes. 
But however that be, the condition of inte- 
grity, which I mentioned under the laſt 


c- 


claſſis of duty, and required as a neceſſary 
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not \Þ;-cumſtance in all the reſt, does neceſſarily 
egletFnd infallibly produce the happineſs which J 
es thaKcribed to it. An upright conſcience eſta- 
lies the mind in an unſhaken peace, and 
ills it with joys unſpeakable. That therefore 
upplies the deficiency of the reſt, and is an 
forcement ſufficient to make the law, 
hich enjoins all the forementioned duties, 
ndiſpenſable. For tho' it do not give an 
ſolute, compleat happineſs, a happineſs 
ithout all allay, yet it gives the beſt that 
ur natures in this world are capable of. 

F, This would indeed be well, if it 
ere really found to be ſo in practice as you 
magine it in idea, But I doubt it is 
therwiſe. Nay I muſt tell you plainly, 
hat in the courſe of this world, the deſpi- 
ers of thoſe rules, do oft times ſeem to 
joy that very felicity, which the obſer. 
ers of them ſeek in vain. Thoſe that in- 
alge themſelves in bodily exceſſes, have ne- 
ertheleſs their ſpiritual faculties both quick 
Ind ſtrong. Thoſe that have no bowels of 
enderneſs towards their bretheren, advance 
themſelves in riches, honour and power, by 
raud and violence, And thoſe that have no 
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ſenſe of a deity, content themſelves in the 
wordly ſucceſſes; and ſo enjoy tranquility 
of mind, without looking any further, 
Theſe things being ſo, you will do well to 
conſider, whether they do not in ſome 
meaſure invalidate your reaſonings, or inter. 
fere with your concluſions. 

S. Yes, they ſeem indeed to do it. Fo 
if the reward of duty do not follow upa 
the performance of duty, but rather upon: 
practice directly contrary unto it, then ar 
all the ties of duty broken, and mankind 
let looſe to all manner of diſorders. I {a 
this ſeems to be the conſequence of that 
Nate of things, which you have now re 
preſented. But I think I have the ſolution 
of that difficulty ready at hand. And, firl, 
from the abſurdity of that conſequence] 
argue in general, that the thing is eithe 
not ſo as you have repreſented it, or elk 
that that conſequence 1s not neceſſary. For, 
if there were no reſtraint of an inward law 
in the hearts of men, with regard to the 
general good, then would all means of ob. 


taining a private advantage, be indifferent! 


made uſe of, as they might appear likely to 
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give ſucceſs; and by that means fraud and 
violence, which reign now but in ſome few 
diſorderly perſons, would then overipread 
the earth, and expoſe all mankind to eternal 
confuſion, or utter ruin: Which conſequence 
I fay is fo inconliſtent with the infinite 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God, that it is in no 
wiſe to be admitted. I proceed therefore 
to a more particular examination of the 
queſtion: And, in the next place, I deny 
the ſuppoſition, that thoſe men of exceſs and 
violence, thoſe that have no regard either to 
Gol or man, do ever attain to any competent 
degree of tolerable happineſs. They may in- 
deed accumulate riches, and other worldly 
enjoy ments, but that is all they can do. 
Their exceſſes will infallibly, by degrees, ob- 
{cure and weaken their intellects; and the 
conſciouſneſs of the wrong they do unto 
others will gnaw their minds, with jea- 
louſies and fears of the like returns from 
thoſe they have injured: Which is more 
than ſufficient to corrupt their joys, If they 
have any intervals of tranquility, it proceeds 
only from a ſtupid ſenſeleſsneſs; and not 
being built upon a true knowledge of their 
D on 
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own condition, nor ſupported by any ide 
of the Deity, it can be of no durance. Thr; 
all their pretended happineſs dwindles into 1 
meer nothing, and fo leaves the obieicn 
ariſing from it without any force. But if 
it should ſtill be urged, that theſe world 
enjoy ments are ſo accommodated to orr 
- worldly condition, that, in ſpite of all ren 
ſoning, our very ſenſe will force us to ac- 
knowledge that they are neceſſary ingred:- 
ents to our happineſs here; and if it be 
thereupon argued, that the unequal diſtribu- 
tion of them takes away the force of that 
law, which I have all along endeavoured to 
eſtablish: To this I will anſwer, in the lf 
place, by conceding the ſuppoſition, and 
denying the conſequence. - Grant that de- 
ceitful and violent men, obtain a greater 
{are of thoſe things, than do the candid 
and benign. What then? I muſt not im- 
mediately reje& things already proved; but 
rather firſt try whether this ſuppoſition be 
really inconſiſtent therewithal or no. And 
in reflecting thereupon, I think I ſee ther 
agreement ſo eaſy, and ſo happy, that, in- 
ſtead of loos ning any joint of my tabrick, 

it 
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t will prove the aſt pin to faſten all the 


parts of it indiſſolubly. I review therefore 
my idea of the divine per fections, and from 


the conſunction of wiſdons and goodneſs, 1 find 
another of equal evidence (not yet named) 
to reſult; and that is juaſtice. By his juſtice 
am aſſured that, if he has obliged us 
unto any ſort of duty by the expectation of re- 
ward, and forbidden the tontrary by fear of 
tunishment, he will not, he can not, fail to 
confer that reward upon all thoſe that shall 
terform that duty, and miftict that punish- 
ment upon the tranſgreſſor of it. Since 
therefore it happens that this retribution of 
rewards and punishments in this world- 
however conſiderable in general, yet is 
not ſo perfectly exact in every particular, as 
to be void of all difficulty; I hereupon call to 
mind the hopes I ſaw of a future being, when 
| conlidered the nature of my ſoul as capable of 
it; and now I ſee not only that poſſibility, but 
eren an abſolute neceſſity of the thing. For it 
Cod be perfectly juſt, and if the rewards and 
punis ments which his juſtice engages 
him to diſtribute or inflict, be not diftri- 
cuted or inflicted in this world, we 

D 2 muſt 
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muſt neceſſarily have ſome ſubſiſtence here. n 
after, in which eſtate he may diſtribute or = 
inflict them; and he then will certainly 
and inſallibly do it, This, I ſay, not only 
anſwers your objection, but it adds a new 
force to all that I have hitherto endeavoured MI. 
to eſtablish, x 
F. I acknowledge it does ſo. And there. 
fore I will now trouble you with no mor; 
objections, but expect the proſecution of 
what you have further propoſed unto your MW” 
ſelf to enquire into. Cl 
S. Truly I do not ſee, what further 11” 
have to proſecute. I had indeed propoun- N“ 
ded to examine how my happineſs, that 
perfect happineſs which I thirſt after, would 
reſult from the obſervance of thoſe duties MW 
that I am bound unto. But you have 1 
ready brought me to the reſolution of that © ® 
enquiry. Since the almighty God is obliged M* 
by his own eſſential properties, upon condition 
of that obſervance, to confer that happineſt Ml * 
upon me in a future life, I have but to wall ll © 
ſteadily in the way that he has preſcribed (I 
mean in that way which the nature of 
things, the courſe of univerſal good, obliges Wl © 
m: 
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e to) and I am aſſured that I shall not 


ail to obtain it. 
F. Add only one word further, and tell 
me what ſort of happineſs that is which you 
xpedt to obtain in another life, and I have done. 
S. It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe that 
future happineſs in ſuch a manner, as thoſe 
things that are the objects of my ſenſes, or 
matter of preſent enjoyment. But it ſut- 
fices me to know that it will be ſuited to 
my ſoul; that therefore it will advance the fa- 
cuties of my ſoul to their higheſt degree of perfec- 
tion, which is to ſay, into a conformity unto the 
divine nature, from whence they ſprung : And 
that its duration will be eternal, This is an 
abyſs in which my thoughts are drowned , 
No wonder therefore if expreſſions fail me. 
F. I expect no more from you. You 
have followed your natural light, ſo far as it 
Shines with any clearneſs. What further 
remains to be known, that may be uſeful 
in the purſuit of happineſs, has been com- 
municated to mankind by divine revelation, 
and 1s therefore a ſubject of inſtruction, ra- 
ther than reflection : It is rather to be liſtned 
unto, than ſtudied for. I will therefore ſome 
D 3 other 
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other time endeavour to explain unto ye 
my conception of thoſe things. But in the 
mean while I adviſe you to revolve oft in 
your own mind the force of all theſe conſ. 
derat:ons that we have now gone thorough 
They will ingage you to an exact perform- 
ance of your duty on all occaſions. And MW" 
performance of that duty will net only cam; 
along with it the reward of a temporal fil. 
city, but ſecure an eternal one. 

S. Dear Sir, I beg of you not to defer the 
inſtruction you promiſe me, until anothe: 
time. Since there remains further matter 
to be inquixed into, I can have no reſt til 
have diſcuſs't it. My mind is now ſo warm. 
ed with theſe things, that there can be 10 
time fitter for me than the preſent, to conti. 
nue the meditation of them. And beſide 
alſo, we are already ſo far advanced upon 
our way, that I cannot think our remaining 
journey will be very long. I carneſtly in: 
treat you therefore to continue your inſtructi 
ons, Without interruption, to the end. And 
ſeeing I am, henceforwards, to learn more 
directly by your leſſons, than heretofore, 
while you were pieaſed to lead me in the ex 
erciſe 
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:ciſe of my own reflexions; I deſire you 
ow to ſuier me to propoſe ſuch inquiries 
find my {elf leaſt capable to comprehend ; 
ut ſo your leſſons, being properly ſuited to 
iy wants, may the more eaſily ſupply them, 
nd remove all doubts or difficulties that shall 
ile. 

F. Seeing you are not wearied with th's 
converſation, I am not only willing, but sha! 
take pleaſure to continue it. I approve alſo 
of the method you hint at, of your propoiing, 
and my reſolving, what queſtions or difficul- 
tes you may find needful. The purſu't 
thereof, with ſuch attention of mind as you 
have hitherto exerciſed, will ſtill lead us in a 
natural order, unto the end of our way. Do 
you therefore, at this time, act the part of 
the catechixer; I am content to be the re- 
ſpondlent. 

S. That condeſcention is ſuitable to your ac- 
cuſtomed goodneſs: and I shall uſe my utmoſt 
care, in the acceptance thereof, not to tranſ- 
greſs the bounds of my duty. The firſt dif- 
ficulty then, that I deſire to prepaund, ariſes 
from your laſt words. Since you acknow- 
edge that thoſe diſcoveries which are made 
D 4 by 
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ly the lit of nature, are capable to condud 
a man to eteꝛ nal felic ty, I de not readily pe. 
cerve what ſurthher need there was of any other 
difcor ery by divine revelation, ner what neil 
there is new (I ſay, upon that ſuppolition) 
for me to look into it. 

F. The nced cf ſome further help than 
what the meer light of nature affords us, is 
urgent upon two accounts. The one, 1. 
open our underſiandings, the other, to incline 
our wills, Theſe diſcoveries that we have 
thereby made, are the effect of deep medita 
tion, which the vulgar ſort of people are not 
c:pable of. They therefore have need to te 
inſtructed therein by ſome perſon of ſuch cre- 
dit as may deſerve to be truſted upon his 
word. And as for thoſe who diſcern theſe 
things in ſome meaſure, by the ſtrength oi 
reaſon, even they, too frequently, do either 
ſlip or break the fine-ſpun thread of their 
own conſequences, and ſtand in need of a 
ſtronger force to ſubject them unto their 
duty. 

S. I now perceive that neceſſity ; and therc- 
fore inti eat you, in the next place, to ſhew 
me how it has been ſupplied. 


F. This 
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ond r. This has been admirably done by the 
lily per. N coming of Jeſus Chriſt into the world: by his 
nu other M barine, his life, his miracles, his death and 
at reel Mp: urredtion. Tis, in a word, the chriſtian 
xſition) Neligion which gives us new degrees both of 
t and ſtrength, ſurpaſſing thoſe of com- 
p than non nature. | 
us, b s. You will oblige me inexplaining theſe 
ne, 1 Nings more particularly. 
inclin ¶ F. Remember then that you have already 
e have MWiemonſtrated, that to obram the perfect hap- 
nedita· Nineſ we aſpire unto, there are no other means 
re not he forded us than the hearty and ſincere com- 


to te Nliance with thoſe duties that are required 


ch cre- Num us. I fay, there are no other means 
on his lat we our ſelves can make uſe of, or at 
| thele Neaſt, that can be effectual without this. For 
gth of Wyhatever other motives may have influen- 
either Weed the ſecret counſels of the Almighty, to in- 


their ine him to beſtow that happineſs upon any 
of a umber of men, they are above our com- 
their Wrehenſion, and ought therefore to be diſ-- 


vurſed of with great reſervedneſs, or rather 
dmired in humble ſilence. We are taught 


there 
ſhew 
ul; but thoſe things which are revealed be- 

| Þ 3k long 
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mt * ſecret things belong unto the Lord our Deut. 20. 
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long unto us, and our children, for ever ; that 
we may do all the words of his law. Tha 
being ſo, I will undertake no further than 
to conſider how the coming of Jeſus Chriſt 
into the world is helpful to us in the per- 
formance of thoſe duties which we hare 
determined to be the only way which lead 
unto happineſs. 

S. I defire alſo nothing further. For! 
comprehend already that the uniting, in thi 
manner, revealed, and natural religion (ifin 
effect they are capab e of ſuch an union) wil 
render the whole buſineſs of religion fo uni- 
form, that I ſhall the more eaſily digeſt i 
in my mind, and have need to make the 
fewer objections, Wherefore I beſeech you 
to continue your own deſign. 

F. In the firſt place, I ſay, that the du 
trine of Feſus Chriſt affords us one very great 
help towards the pertormance of our duty, 
in that it drives at the greateſt Purity, ani 
is delivered with the greateſt Perſpicuity-im:- 
ginable. None that read his ſermon upon 
the mount, or the other inſtructions that 
are inter ſper ſed throughout his whole hiſtory, 
284d the other writings of his diſciples, but 

may 
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may clearly underſtand what is required from : 
them. Spiritual adoration. © Purity and — 17 
integrity of heart. Unblameableneſs of life 1 Cor. 5.8. 


and converſation. © A conſcience void of of- l — | 


ſence both towards God and towards men. 1 Tim. 5.7. 


Theſe principles are frequently inculcated : pn hang 


throughout the whole New-Teſtament, and 2 Cor. I. 12. 
xplained in numerous inſtances of particu- ! Let. 3. 21. 
88 — 1 John 3.197 
lar duties. But the eſſence of all is ſaid to 20. 
be * love: which our Saviour himſelf extend- wo 13. 
. 7 3 10. 
ing both to God and ł man, teaches us that 1 john 2. 9. 
thercupon depend both the law and the pro- Sc. 


- 5 Matt. 22. 
thets. Intenſively, towards God, our love 37. Cc. 


muſt be ſuperlative ; extenſively, towards * Matte 10. 


: 57 
man, it muſt be univerſal. In a word, Luke 14.26. 


the ſum of all his inſtructions is reduced to Matt. — 4 
theſe three heads, of living ſoberly, righte- * Tit. 2. 12. 
ouſly, and godlily, which are the very fame 

into which you did even now diſtribute - 

our duty. But nevertheleſs the advantage 

mankind receives by our Saviour's teaching! Matt. 11. 
that ſame doctrine is very great; becauſe he |, Cor. 1. —— 


has done it with à clearneſi ſuited to the a 


meaneſt capacity, and with an * evidence 29. 
irreſiſtible. Luke 4. 32 + 
| 1 COT. 2.4 
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S. I acknowledge that advantage to be re- 
ally great: but as you have hinted alſo at 
ſome others, I humbly intreat you to con- 
tinue to illuſtrate them. EE 

F. The next advantage that I obſerved to 
accrue unto mankind by Feſus Chriſt ariſe; 
from his life. He has in that given us an 

„Matt. 3.15. example of obedience to the will of God, 
John 17.4. both in doing and in ſuffering : An exam. 
N o. ple of ? humility, * purity, and meekueſs of 
Luke 22. 42+ ſpirit: An example of love and benevo- 
Heb. 2. 10. 

i Pet. 2. 2 3. lence towards one another: A perfect ex. 


pes ample, in reſpect of every duty that he re 


22. Quires from us; And an example which 
* Matt. 11. we ought therefore to * follow. This is an 


2 Cor. 10. I. advantage that was not afforded either to 
; _—_ * Fews or Heathens. And it is no ſmall one. 
Ad. ic. 38. For it both removes all doubts that might 
; Jon _ * have riſen about the interpretation of hi 
15. commands, by shewing us their meaning in 
n performance ; and it ſtrengthens us 2- 
gainſt all difficulties that might have appeared 
therein, by ſhewing us that performance ac- 
compliſted by one who was in all ® things 
made like unto us, and ſubject unto the ſam? 
mfirmities as our ſelves, yet * without ſm. 


41 


2 Elch. 2.17. 
Hic. 4.15. 


AM, 


be re- 


2 
10 It 
Con- 


ved to 
ariſes 
us an 
God, 
exam. 
555 
nevo- 
12 
1e re- 
vhich 
is an 
er to 

one. 
Night 
f his 


ng in 
us 2- 


A RATIONAL CATECHISM. 61 


5. J acquieſce in this alſo; and shall liſten 
with pleaſure to the reſt of your obſerva- 
tions. 
F. A third advantage ariſing unto man- 
kind by Feſus Chriſt, is from the conſidera- 
tion of thoſe miracles that were wrought by 
him. That teſtimony was neceſſary to make 
his doctrine more caſily received, For * with- * Matt. 12. 
out ſirens and wonders men would not aſſent John. 4. Fa 
to it. But when they ſaw the miracles which 1 Cor. 1. aa. 


he did, they * believed in him, and concluded 3 pn 
that he was a teacher ' ſent from God, be- * ws 14. 


11. 


cauſe (ſaid * they) no man could do ſuch __ bu: 
things, except God were with him. Thus Luke 7. 19. 
God approved him unto the world by mira m john — 
cles, and wonders, and ſigns, which he wrought * Act. 2. 22. 
amongſt them: And that gave him credit 

and authority above other dottors, and o Rlatt. 7. 


, P , 2 > 
added an extraordinary * power unto bis . 2 
words. P Luke 4.32. 


S. This indeed is of great weight; and 
that not only in it ſelf, but it adds alſo a 
new force unto your two foregoing re- 
marks. For when Feſus Chriſt had both 
taught and shewn men what they were to 


do, they might ſtill have demanded (as in- 
dead + 
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b fon 18. 
36. 


4 Matt. 25. 


c 
Matt.6. 20. O 
Luke 12. 33. 


31. Cc. 
© John 5.25- 
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= * deed ſome of them did) by what * authority 


8. required thoſe things at their hands. But 
_ when, by the viſible effects of his divine 
oo power, he had demonſtrated unqueſtionab'y 


his divine commiſſion, it was hard then to 
refuſe ſubjection unto him. 

F. You obſerve well. But the greateſ 
force of all the evangelical diſpenſation re- 
mains yet behind. It lyes in that clear evi- 
dence that he has given us of a future life, 
in- which we are to expect either reward; 
or. puniſhments anſwerable to our conduct in 
this. That was alſo requiſite to make his 
law ſtil more obligatory. And the great 
advantage we have by him, above. all the 
diſcoveries of natural light, is that the one 
gave but faint glimmerings of that truth; 
but the other has cleared it up like noon day” 
beyond all poſſibility of doubting. He taught 
it plainly, declaring that his b kingdom was 
not of this world; exhorting us to lay 15 
yr © treaſure in heaven, where it would be 
ſecure and incorruptible; chewing us that 
the means of getting an * entrance there, 
was by the practice of thoſe vertues that kv 
had required; and that thoſe who did.* good 

hond 
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should at the laſt day come forth unto the 
reſurreftion of life, but thoſe who did evil, 
wto the reſurrection of damnation. This 1 
fay, was his doctrine. And the belief of 
this being of the greateſt importance; he 
was not content to confirm it, only by that 
general credit which his other miracles ac- 
quired him; but he alſo * forerold both his* Mat. 17, 
own death and reſurrection, and after having Nar. * — 
ſuffered the one, he g accompliſhed the other 3 Luke 18.32, 
that ſo he might, by a peculiar miracle, a- Matt. 20, 18. 
dapted to the very cafe, prove the truth of 3. 3 
this doctrine, even by ocular demonſtration. Act. 1. 3. 
Thus it is, that &) him life and immorta- 2 Tim. 1. 
lity are brought to light. Not only his own, _ 
but ours. For that is the canſequence the i 1 Cor. oy. 
apoſtles always firmly maintained. And. the | Theſ. 4. = 
application they made of that conſequence 1 Per. 1. 3. 
to practice was, that thoſe who admitted 

it, ſhould live anſwerably to the hopes it 

gave them; that is to fay, * ſoberly, righte- * Tit. 2. 125 
ouſly, and godlily, in all' holy converſation, 12 Pet. 2 5 = 
" blameleſs and without ſpot, cleanſed from * m Pet. 3. 14. 
all filthineſs of flesh and ſpirit, perfecting bo—- ĩ 
lineſs in the fear of God, and purifying them- » 1 Joh. 3. 3. 
ſelyes, even as God is pure; to the end that 
ty 
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* Rom.2.7, by ſuch * ſtrict continuance, is well doing 
they might obtain eternal life. 
§. You have great reaſon to repreſent © 
this, as the utmoſt force of the goſpel. It is 
indeed the fame in kind with that, where. 
withal I concluded my diſquiſitions, but in- 
finitely ſtronger, and more proper to incline 
mens wills, and bind them to the exact 
performance of their duty. And now I am 
abundantly ſatisfied that theſe ſeveral advan- 
tages, which as you fay occur unto us by 
Feſus Chriſt, do perfectly ſupply thoſe de- 
fects and imperfections, under which our 
natural condition laboured. But that being 
ſo, I perceive the great importance of ano- 
ther enquiry, which might indeed more na- 
turally, have prececded theſe explications of 
yours, but is not yet unſeaſonable. It is 
this. Seeing the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt is ſo 
proper and efficacious a means, to direct and 
help us in thoſe ways which lead to eter- 
nal happineſs, I would gladly know by what 
kind of proof we may be fully aſſured of 
its truth: I mean, that ſuch things were 
really ſaid and done, as are therein recorded. 
For there lies the ſtreſs of the whole mat- 
ter, 
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ter. And it behoves us to ſee that the founda- 
tions be very ſure, upon which we build 
ſo important a ſtructure as this is. 

F. You judge rightly of the great im- 
portance of the enquiry you now make, 
For if the hiſtory of Feſus Chriſt be not true, 
then are all conſequences drawn from thence: 
van and frivolous. But if it be true that 
he /aid and did what the evangeliſts record 
of him, then are all my foregoing conclu- 
lions ſtrong. Now the proof hereof appears 
to me moſt evident in the hiſtorical ſeries of 
what followed his appearance. It 1s matter 
of fact that we enquire after : viz. That he 
liv'd, and taught, as is recorded of him ; and 
that he confirmed his teaching during his life 
by miracles ; and much more after his death, 
by bis reſurrectian. This is attefled by the 
apoſtles, diſciples, and primitive chriſtians: 
in whom therefore we are to examine two 
things: Firſt, Their capacity to judge of, 
what they ſaw and heard, (I mean only 
that they did really ſee and hear 1t:) and 
then their fidelity in reporting it. Now the 
capacity neceſſary to diſcern ſuch apparent 
matters of fact, as are the foundation of 
chri- 
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chriſtianity, is ſo ſmall, that every man of 
common ſenſe, is ſufficiently endowed with 
it: and therefore it cannot be doubted of 
in thoſe witneſſes. Their fidelity has ſeve- 
ral confirmations: as, The e purity 

2 1: and unblan.eablereſs of their * carriage ia al 
1 Theſ. . other reſpects: their © di intereſſedneſs even in 
53 * I this reſpect, in that they ſought no worllh 
53. advantage by their teſtimony: nay more 

3 1 1. their f Hering all manner of © perſecution, 
1 Cor. 4. 0 and even © denth it ſelf, for confirmation of 
4 8 its truth: and finally the concurrent teſi- 
Act. 7. 58. mony from heaven which accompanied their 
r plats; — miniſtry, by enabling them (even as Chrif 
1 himſeif) to work ſigns and wonders and 
1 * divers miracies. Let this be applied to thoſe 

Heb, 2. * who were themſelves eye-witneſſes of our 
Saviour's performances, thoſe many thou. 
ſands who faw and believed in him. Then 
let us look into the fruit of their miniſtry, 
the hiſtorical ſeries of things as I even now 
called it. After his death theſe witneſſes ſpread 
themſelves into ſeveral g regions and co un- 


2 AQ 8.455» 
ACC. 11. 19. 
Act. 16. 8. 
ec. 
Act. 27. 1. 
Act. 28. 12. 


E tries, and millions were convinced of tht 
„Act. 2. 41. truth of their report, by the irreſiſtible evident 
* - which they gave of it. Theſe millions again 
| Tp: 
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produced others, being all accompanied with 
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a divine * bleſſmg, and very many (during 2 Cor. 10. 
the firſt ages) with a * divine power, ſo long s AR. 4. 31. 


til chriſtianity overſpread, in a manner, the 
face of the whole earth. This is plain mat. 
ter of fact. The records of theſe things, whe- 


ther in the goſpel it ſelf, or in the © Hiſtories e Soe the 
quoted be- 


of the next ſucceeding ages, do all agree in 


&. 10. ++» 
Rom. 15.19. 


the ſame account thereof. And ſince that low Folio. 


time, thoſe records have, through the ſuc- 
ceſſion of ſeveral ages, been conveyed unto 
us, with the ſame, or greater, certitude than 
any other hiſtory of ſuch antiquity can boaſt 
of. I fay, not only with the fame, but 
greater certitude. For the memorials of 
other hiſtories, are now no where to be 
found but in books or monuments. Not 
only emperors are dead, but their empires 
aſo are buried in a chaos of viciſſitudes: 
ſo that there remains no living witneſs, no 
real effect now operating upon the minds 
of men, that can be an argument they ever 
ſubſiſted. But with the hiſtory of Feſus 
Chriſt it is otherwiſe. For the world is yer 
fill of living- chriſtians. And therefore it 
annot be doubted, that  Feſus Chriſt had 

ence 
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once an exiſtence amongſt men. Unleſs ſome 
other reaſon could be atligned for the ſpread- 
ing of his name, and religion throughout 
the carth, and the propagating of it from 
generation to generation, than what I have 
now touched at, it muſt be allowed that 


theſe two propoſitions, viz. That there art 


now chriſtians in the world, and that their 
firſt author was Feſus Chriſt, are chained 
together by the ſame neceſſity as effect and 
cauſe. But none have yet dared to under- 
take ſo manifeſt an abſurdity. Even the 
boldeſt atheiſts, who have attempted to give 
ſome account of the exiſtence of the uni- 
verſe without the concurrence of a Deity, 
have not preſumed to give the leaſt expla 
nation, how it could be poſſible there ſhould 
be now any ſuch people as chriſtians in the 
world, if there had not once been ſuch 3 
perſon as Feſus Chriſt. Therefore it is even 
as ablurd to doubt that he once was (to- 
gether with the forementioned conſequences 
of his being) as to doubt that we our ſelves 
now are. This is but a light touch at ſome 
of thoſe numerous arguments which the 
ſubject affords. But the importance of it 
deſerves 


even 
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c&crves your ſir.eſt application in exe mi- 
ning them all. Wherefore I recommend 
thoſe authors, who have expreſly treated 
this matter, to your moſt ſerious itudy. In 
them you will find all theſe a legat ons that 
hint at, and much more to the ſame pur- 
poſe, both proved and illuſtrated. Many 
there are who have labourcd in that pro- 
vince: But it ſhall ſufhce me now to ad- 
dreſs you unto thoſe that I am my {elf 
beſt acquainted withall. They arc, the in- 
comparable Grotius, in his excellent treatiſe 
of the truth of the chriſtian religion: Our 
countryman Dr. Parker in his de monſi ration 
of the divine authority of the law of nature 
and of the chriſtian religion; and the French 
Monſieur Abbadie, in his treatiſe (al{d) of 
the truth of the chriſtian religion. Theſe 
authors have all handled this ſubject, in their 
different methods, with ſo much ſtrength 
and clearnefs, that I cannot forbear to affirm 
(in Dr. Parker's words) that they are ſuffi- 
cient to give ſatisfaction, in that point, to 
any reaſonable, or almoſt to any unreaſonable 
man, 


S. J 
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S. I am much obliged to you for givirg 
me this preſent proſpect of the proofs of the 
chriſtian religion, and shall not fail to obferve 
your directions in the further udy of tho 
authors that you recommend unto me. No- 
thing is ſo important as this; and therefore 
nothing shall have ſo much of my care. This 
is indeed fo very important, that, ſuppoſing 
a ſatis faction therein; I ſcarce know any 
thing elſe worth the while to inquire after, 
And if I could perfectly attain to that free. 
dom from all preoccupation which you re. 
quired from me in the beginning of this 
entertainment, I should certainly here ceaſe 
from troubling you with any further diff- 


culties. For I muſt acknowledge that I have } 


now none left but ſuch as ariſe from tho!e 
confuſed notions which I had formerly per- 
haps too careleſly heaped together. Never- 
theleſs I confeſs that ſome of them yet ſtick 
with me: and the little relation that I can 
find they have unto this even path, wherein 
you conduct me, leaves yet ſome relicks of 

uneaſineſs in my mind. 
F. Fear not to propound them, whatever 
they are. We shall perhaps find ſome more 
ealy , 
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aſy, and more general way to ſolve them 
than you are aware of. 

S. If it be ſo indeed, that the way to eter- 
nal happineſs lies only in the ſtrict perform- 
ance of thoſe duties which the nature of things 
and the law of God require from us; what 
Shall we then ſay to all that ceremonial out- 
{ide of religion, which bears ſo glorious an 
appearance in the eyes of the world? How 
chall we eſteem all thoſe notional ſyſtems ef 
Theology, thoſe numerous articles of ſpecula- 
tive belief, that have little or no influence 
upon our practice? And laſtly, what shall 
we judge of the condition of thoſe perſons 
who fall Short of that perfection in practice, 
which theſe rules require? I know you ſee 
the full extent of theſe queſtions, aud there- 
fore I deſue not to deſcend into particulars ; 


but chuſe rather to leave them in this gene- 


ral form, that they may be the more fit to 
receive that general anſwer which you make 


me expect. 
F. You do very well. But now, before 


enter upon that anſwer, I think fitting to 


premiſe one word in further confirmation 
of your ſuppoſition, that our eternal happi- 
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neſs does really depend upon the performanc: 
of our duty. Tho' that ſuppoſition be the 
plain conſequence of the ſtricteſt reaſoning 
we have bern able to make by our natural 
light, yet it will be uſeful unto us to ob- 
ſerve alſo what ground it has in ſcripture! 
For we muſt remember that the view we 
are now taking of religion is properly to be 


confined to that knowledge we have of it 
by divine revelation, And in this method 
J think I ſhall eſtablish the ſame concluſion 
* John 2. by as clear teſtimony as it is poſlible for 


2 Co , . . 
b John 14,21. words to expreſs. If weexamine it (firſt) 


John 153 10. by thoſe figurative expreſſions, of * knowing | 
Vie” cl. hong Cri f dag. 
of * being in Chriſt, of * being born of God, 


x John 5.5 and the like, which all import a title to fu- 


d 
Gal. 5. 24. 


e 


1 ohn „ 
J 8. Jt commandments. 


Again ; 


I John 3.9 


f Matt. 1.21. the world, we shall find indeed that is was | 
Acts 3. 26+ 5% ſave us. But how? By * ſanfifying us. 


Eph. 5. 25, 
. ſaid, that he became the author of eter- 


LE . 5. nal ſalvation. But to whom? To then 


om.8. 1. ture happineſs, we shall find no other mark? 


. John 2. 6. whereby to know that we are in ſuch 2 

om. 8. 14. condition, than by our obedience to God's | 
if we look into 
x John a. 29. the great end of Feſus-Chriſts coming into | 
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that obey him, He offered himſelf a ſacri- 
tree, But why? That we might be ſfſancti- ah actin 
fied by his offering, and that being dead un- i Heb. 9. 14. 


, 1 Pet. 2. 24. 
to ſm we should live unto righteouſneſs. He \ Tit. 2. 14. 


pture. tedeemed us alſo.; it is true: But from 1 Pet. 1. 18. 


we 


vhat ? From * iniquity : And only conſe- 

quentially thereunto from punishment. This 

we muſt needs take to be the ſenſe of 

thoſe expreſſions, and that the great deſign of 

his appearance was to deſtroy the works of I Joh. 3.8. 

the devil, For it is expreſely ſaid, that no- 

thing ® wnclean shall in any wiſe enter into ® Rer. 21. 

the new Jeruſalem, and that no man without Xu 

' holineſs shall ſee God. And hence it is that „Hb. 12 

7eſus Chriſt himſelf ſo plainly tells us, that 14. 

it is not every ons that ſaith unto him Lord, v Mat. 7. Ak- 

Lord, (which is to ſay, that acknowledges 28 

him to be the Meſſiah, or that believes in him 

ſo far only as to pray unto him, and to ex- 

pect ſalvation by him) that hall enter into | 

the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the © 

will of the father whois in heaven. And the | 

apoſtles alſo, therefore, ſo carefully precaution 1 

bs againſt the miſtake of thinking that the 

hearing f the law could. profit us any thing * Rom. a. 
E wirh.- jag. 1. 22 
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without the doing of it. Let no man de- 


7 4 


\ - . of e 
by Job. 3. 7, eve you (ſays one of them) he that doth . 
righteouſneſs is righteous, and he that con-: 


bh k , F 
4 6. 7. mitteth ſin is of the devil: And * another, te 
not deceived, God is not mocked, for whatſce 


ever a man ſoweth, that shall he alſo rear. 
There lies the ſtreſs of all: It is in doing. 
Or it this be not yet ſufficient to prove it, we 
have but to reflect, in the laſt place, upon 
thoſe conditions by which the ſcripture de. 
clares we Shall be judged at the laſt Day, 
What are thoſe conditions that will be then 
demanded in us, ſo as that with them we 
Shall be received into Happineſs, and with- 
pi 62.12, Out them conderaned unto miſery? In 
Jer. 32.19. one word, they are nothing elſe but good 


* 


3 13 works. Works of piety, and of charity, 
Ezek. 18. Such works as we have already found to be 
— 9 required from us, both by the natural and 
332 
10, &c. written law of God. The places that wit- 
— 3 — neſs this truth are full and clear: Wherefore 
. I refer them (with all others that I hint at) 
- wag to your careful peruſal, And I think I may 


2 Cor. 5. 10. now conclude this point firmly eſtablished ; 
That the performance of our duty is the only 
means by which we can expect ſucceſs in the 

w ork 


Rev. 20. 12, 
ec 


$M, 


mn de. 
t doth 
com- 


er, 4 9 
hAtſce 


reaf, 
oing. 
» We 
upon 
de. 
Day. 
then 
we 
ith- 


A RATIONAL CATECHISM. 


working out our happineſs. Tho' I had hint- 
edat this before, yet. your laſt queſtions have 
made me think it needful to repeat and for- 
tity it. | | 

S. And I cannot but acknowledge that 
tho' I was alſo in a great meaſure perſwad- 
ed of it before, yet I have now received a 
new ſatisfaction in this clearer conviction. 
But I ſee not yet the uſe you intend to 
make of it, in order to the ſolving my 


foreſaid difficulties : Becauſe thoſe difficulties 


are grounded even upon the very ſuppoſition 
that this doctrine is true. 

F. You will quickly perceive that uſe. 
For this principle, being once firmly eſta- 
blished, will open us an eaſy paſlage thro' 
all manner of obſtacles. Let us apply it to 
your firſt inquiry. What shall we ſay to all 
the ceremonial outſide of religion? Ianſwer, 
That ir is juſt of ſo much true value as it 
contributes help to lead us ina courſe of obedi- 
ence to the will of God: And no more. For 
that is the only thing of conſequence unto 
us, and nothing ts to be eſteemed further than 
as it has a tendency thereunto. 


E 2 
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S. Since you keep ſo ſtrictly to that 
rule, I beg leave to ask one queſtion, by the 
by, before we proceed any further. And it 
is this: Whether has this ceremonial outſide 
any ſuch real influence upon that more ſub- 

ſtantial part of religion which you place in 
practice, or no? 

F. Tes, it has. The publick aſſembling 
of people to profeſs their adoration of a ſu- 
preme Deity is an honour abſolutely due un- 
to that Deity, and in that reſpect is it ſelf a 
part of natural religion. It is alſo a proper 
means of preſerving that awful ſenſe re- 
verence towards the Deity in the minds f 
men, which mightily curbs their diſorderly 


-inclinations, and preſerves regularity and | 


moderation in their very Hearts. And fur- 
ther, it is a great help to the entertaining of 


 brotherly love amongſt neighbors, and there- 
by to the ſettlement and peace and well- be- 


ing of ſocieties. Theſe are all eſſential parts 
of our duty. And therefore an external pro- 


feſſon of religion, having ſo great an influ- 


ence thereupon, ought not to be ſlighted. 
But to prevent miſtake, I will add this 


- word: That, as ſeveral circumſtances, of 


per- 
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perſons, of time and of piace, may requie 
ifferent methods of making this outward 


vofeſſion; becauſe one may be more ſuc- 
ceſsful in ſome occaſions than in others; 
therefore it is not to be ſuppoſed that one 
and the ſame exact form thereof is always 
neceſſary: But that ſeveral alterations may 
be allowed in this ceremonial part, according 
to the exigency of thoſe circumſtances : 
And that which way ſoever contributes moſt 
at any time to the main end of religion is 
then to be eſteemed and choſen as the moſs 
perfect. 

S. I now - conceive this well enough. 
And therefore I intreat you to proceed to 


my ſecond inquiry, which is about the. 


more notional part of religion, thoſe ſpecula- 
tive articles of belief which ſeem not pro- 
per to have any great influence upon our 
practice. 

F. To that, I ſay, that if thoſe ſpecula- 


tions have really no influence at all upon 


our practice, then are they to be looked 
upon as meer trifles, of no real value. But 


if they have any influence that way, then, 


35 I faid before, they are to be had in more 
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or leſs conſideration, according as that influ- 


» Heb. 1 1. 6, ence is ſtronger or weaker. The funda- 


mental point of all points, without which 
the * apoſtle has obſerved there can be no 
fuch thing as religion, is the belief of the 


exifence a Deity, and of ſuture reward: | 


and funiſi ments. The influence of this is 
univerſal, it being adapted to the natural 
faculties of all mankind; and eſpecially to 
work upon thoſe main ſprings of hope, and 


fear, which are the chicf movers unto ac- 
tion: And therefore it is“ called the power 


of God unto ſalvation: and it is in effect 
the powerfulleſt engine of all others to in- 
gage men to their duties. There are other 
points alſo, inferior indeed to this in 
ſtrength and general uſefulneſs, tho? of 2 
more refined and nobler nature; yet of great 
efficacy alſo, where they are on the one 
ſide judiciouſly inculcated, and on the other 
{ide received into minds that are fitly diſ- 
poſed: Such points or articles (I mean) of 
belief, as work by a principle love, and 
whoſe particular foundation is in chriſtia- 
wity. But I judge it not needful to branch 
out theſe general heads into ſo many ſub- 
diviſſons 
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iriions as ſome have done. On the con- 
try, I rather blame the too great curioſity 
of thoſe ſpirits, who by ſuch like niceties 
ure rendred our plain duty an intricate ſci- 
ce; and by laying too great ſtreſs upon 
roints of ſmall moment, have enervated the 
trenzth of the moſt ſubſtantial ones. Ne- 
rerthelels I condemn not the intention of 
ay man, who, finding the force of any 
{ach particular topick upon his own mind, 
makes uſe of it to incite himſelf to his duty. 
Let him in that freely uſe his own liberty. 
Only let him not offer to impoſe his fancies up- 
n other people. For, when all is done, the 
true eſtimate of opinions, as well as cere- 
monies, is only to be made by their apti- 
tude to influence our practice. Mhatſoever 
may be helpful to us in the performance of 
eur duty is to be purſued : Whatſoever may 
le a Hindrance in that performance ought to 
be avoided ; and whatſoever does neither help 
nor hinder, may be looked upon as indifferent. 
But, as all men are not equally wrought 
vpon by the ſame motives, ſo there may 
and ought to be ſome latitude allowed in 
this kind as well as in the other, 
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S. J intreat you, permit me to interpol 
one word more before we quit this ſubje& 
The great indifferency which you teach me. 
have for Doctrines that are meerly ſpeculi 
true, and the narrow reduction of things abſ 
turely neceſſary to few Heads, which yo 
ſeem to aim at, are ſo oppoſite both to the 
common opinion and practice of the mot 
part of chriſtians, that I would gladly learn 
either how to comport my ſelf among! 
them in thoſe reſpects without offence, cr 
it poſſible, how to oppoſe them with yet 
more ſtrength. Wherefore if you judge an 
thing further may be conveniently added up- 
on that ſubject, I beſeech you not to refuſe 
me that ſatisfaction. 

F. Truly if you attend rightly to what 
J have ſaid already, there is little necd of ad- 
ding further. But however I will do it ina 
tew words, that may anſwer both thoſe diffe- 
rent ends which you aim at. And, firſt 
in oppoſition to thoſe multipliers of ſpecu- 
lative and abſtruſe notions. Let ſuch men 
conſider that the end of Religion is to help 

the meaneſt and the ignoranteſt of mankind to 
Salvation, as well as the richeſt and the 
learned(t. 
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learnedſt. Any ſuch Notions therefore as paſs 
the comprehenſion of the meaneſt Capacities, 
are not to be reckon'd as things whoſe know- 
ledge is of abſolute and indiſpenſable neceſſity 
to every one. Becauſe thoſe that fall ſhort of 
that. comprehenſion would thereby be ex- 
cluded from a poſſibility of falvation.. And 
I may add that it-is to be feared even the 
ſubtileſt of thoſe. Doctors themſelves would, 
in ſome caſes, run great hazard. If this 
ſimple conſideration . will not make them 


more modeſt in their ſpeculations, and more 


reſerved in broaching them, it may be juſtly 
doubted they are wedded thereunto by ſome 
other tye than the bare love of the truth. 
But if they will hereupon complain of an 
imaginary injury done to them, in confining 
their lofty fancies to that low rank of con- 
templations which occupy the vulgar, you 
may rectify their miſtake by looking back 
to what I have already declar d unto you, 
viz. that every man may make uſe of ſuch 
fpeculations as he finds really to have the moſt 
eſſectual power upon himſelf to ingage him 
to the performance of his duty. Let that 
only be their end; and in order thereunto 

SF - let 


81 


$2 


A RATIONAL CATECHISM. 


let them freely exerciſe all the faculties of 
their own ſouls ; the more the better. But 
I muſt till repeat, that in matters of ſuch 
abſtracted ſpeculation as we now ſpeak of, 
no man ought to impoſe upon another. One 
man's opinion ought no more to be preſcribed 
for the entertainment of another man's mind, 
than one man's appetite ought to be the rule 
of chiuſing food for another man's ſtomach. 
Whatſoever is univerſally found uſeful by 
every one, either for body or mind, may be 
determined to be univerſally neceſſary : but 


nothing elſe. At leaſt (I ſay at leaſt) no- 


thing can be determined to be univerſally 
neceſſary which the far greateſt part of man. 
kind are utterly uncapable of receiving. Oh 
that we could once ſee an expurgatory Index 
of ſchool-divinity framed upon theſe prin- 
ples! How would the peace of the world 
be reſtored and fecured, by root ing out the 
very ground of all contention ! the work is 
not hard to comprehend. Theſe rules are 
eaſily applied to particular caſes. But I muſt 


leave thoſe general reflections, to return to 


you, and tell you that if you apply what I 
have ſaid to the deſire you intimated of 
learning 
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earning how to comport your ſelf amongſt 
other men of different opinions, you will 
perceive thereby that things indifferent are 
not worth the pains of contention, nor can they 
compenſate the evils that may attend it : 
wherefore a prudent compliance therem is 
for the moſt part adviſeable, But at the ſame 
time, nay always, you are bound to preſerve 
hour own thoughts inviolate in matters eſſen- 
tial; and neither to act nor declare any thing 
contrary thereunto; and alſo not in am wiſe 
to be an inſtrument of violating that priviledge 
in others which you claim unto your ſelf. The 
flithful obſervance of theſe rules, this gen- 
tle and peaceable diſpoſition, will (I aſſure 
you) help much to carry you ſmoothly 
through the rougheſt paſſages that you may 
happen to meet with in your life. And 
this is now full enough for me to ſay upon 
that head. The further application thercof 1 
refer unto your own ſagacity. 

S. What you have faid, is indeed abun- 
dantly ſufficient. And I will be careful to 
make uſe of it in my own practice, with all 
poſſible modeſty and inoffenſiveneſs. On!y 


one difficulty more remains, which I have 
already 
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already propounded, about the condition « 


thoſe perſons who fall short of that performance! 
which your preceeding rules ſeem to require. 
But that difficulty, I confeſs, ſeems to me 
very conſiderable, and withal ſomething for- 


midable. For I am ſenſible of the general 
defectiveneſs of mankind in that reſpect, and 


therefore dread the conſequences thereof in 


my own perſon, If you can free me from 


that anxiety, I acknowledge that my mind 


will be at great caſe; and I shall then ceaſe 
from importuning you any further with ſuch 
manner of queſtions as theſe have been. 

F. Expect not that I should caſe you by 


any diſpenſation from thoſe duties which the | 
law of God exacts. No: * With him Obe- 


dience is better than Sacrifice. And I have 


* already ſufficiently proved that we can have | 


no other certain mark, but our obedience, 
of 'our having any Intereſt in the Sacrifice 
even of Chriſt himſelf. That therefore is the 
thing that lies upon us to look after; to 
aſſure our intereſt in him. that way ; and then 
we need not doubt of our participating of 
thofe benefits which he came to procure 
unto mankind, I fay then, That eur obli- 
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gation to actual obedience is, indiſpenſible. But 
nevertheleſs I would not have you look up- 
on it with ſo uncomfortable a proſpect as 
you ſeem to do. For tho' I will acknow- 
ledge it to be hard, yet I muſt aſſert that it - 
is not impoſſible to be performed. And that 
d and being ſo, the incouragements propounded 
eof in are abundantly ſufficient to ingage any rea- 
from © ſonable man in the attempt. This argument 
wind is copious. But I will endeavour, as I have 
ceale done hitherto, to bring all to the shorteſt and 
ſuch Y directeſt iſſue that I can. Remember then, 
. that in your natural reſear ches, you have eſta- 
u by Y büshed one of the moſt eſſential properties 
i the Y of the ſupreme Deity to be goodneſs. Now 
Obe- ¶ obſerve how inconſiſtent it is with that idea, 
have do ſuppoſe him to require more from us than 
have he has capacitated us to perform. *Tis the 
nce, Y unjuſt charge of the ſlothful * Servant, that 
Ice his Lord expected ta reap where he had not 
the mn; than which nothing can be more in- 
to jurious to the divine perfections. The obe- 
hen dience therefore that he requires muſt be ſuch 
of as is ſuitable to the capacity of humane na- 


ure ture, accompanied with thoſe aſſiſtances 
* ich be afords it, He expects not from 
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c 1 _ 3: us the perfection 8 of pure intellectual Spirits, 


but ſuch things as men cloathed with fleſn 
may attain unto. And from every man in 


particular he expects performances proporti- 


onable to the particular circumſtances of his 
condition, This is perfectly reaſonable in it 


ſelf, and it is no leſs perfectly eſtablished in 


ſcri _ Our Saviour declares in many pla- 


* Matt. 11. ces 4 chat the meaſure of mens tranſgreſſions 


20 


Luke 10. = should not ſo much be taken by the nfs them- 


h. 
Joh. 15. — againſt which they were committed. And in 


Se. ſelves, as by the meaſure of light and conviction 


e Luke 12. one place he does it in theſe expreſs words, 


47» 4% That the ſervant who knew his Lord's will, and 


prepared not himſelf, neither did according to 


His will, should be beaten with many ſtripes 


but that he who knew it not, and did commit 
things worthy of ſtripes, should be beaten but 
with few. For (he adds) unto whomſoever 
much is given, of him ſhall be much requir d. 
Thus therefore it is evident that the duties 


, requir'd from us bear a proportion to the 
knowledge, and ſtrength, and opportunity, or 


(in a word) to the capacity given us. So 
that they are not abſolute impaoſſibilities, and 
there fore 
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therefore neither ought we to be dejected 


with deſpair of their atchievment. 


§. I cannot well anſwer either your ar- 


oument or your proof, But nevertheleſs I 
find in effect, by experience, that all man- 
lind fall much short of perfection. And therefore 
this ſeeming appearance of it in theory does 
not yet free me from thoſe anxieties which 
ariſe from its manifeſt and real defect. 

Fi. Have patience a little. We shall quick. 
ly come to a better underſtanding of the 
thing. You allow my proof to be good, 
that the perfection requir'd from us is at- 
tainable; but yet you affirm, that in effect 


it is never attained. Theſe things are in- 
conſiſtent one with another. Let us inquire 


therefore whether there be not ſome miſtake 
in your notion of perfection. For probably it 
is in this as in other debates, that the knot 
lies only in the right explication of ſome 
term. Our wranglings are ordinarily more 
about words than things, and moſt men world 
be of the very ſame mind, if they did but once 
rightly underſtand one another. This miſtake 
ot your's (for ſuch I preſume it to be) I had 
delign'd to obviate, by telling you already 

| that 
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that the obedience required from us is ſuch 
as is ſuitable to the capacity of humane na- 
ture. Now I deſire you to obſerve, that 
if. you look for ſuch a degree of perfection 
in that obedience as is abſolutely aboxe tirit 
capacity, you are in a manifeſt error : for 
that cannot be the degree that is required 


from us. Let us ſee then what it is. The 


expreſſions truly are very comprehenſive and 


ſtrong, viz. That we muſt be holy, pure and 


perfect, As our Father, who is in heaven is 
perfect. Well, what can this ſignify ? The 
abſolute perfection of God is certainly not 


attainable by ſuch creatures as we are. Where- © 
fore the ſenſe of that, and all ſuch like com- 
mands, muſt needs be, that as the nature and 
eſſence of God is placed in the higheſt de 


gree of all perfection, ſo we should tend to 
the higheſt degree of that perfection which 


our natures are capable of; and that we 
should faithfully improve the talents that are 
put into our hands, the opportunities and 
advantages that are offered us, to that pur- 


poſe. This, I ſay, is poſitively required of | 


us, and leſs than this will not ſerve the turn. 
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S. I beg your excuſe that I cannot yet 
yield a full afſent to what you drive at, un- 
tt you pleaſe to explain more particularly to 


me what is that very degree perfection which - 


you ſay our natures are capable of, that ſo I 
may examine whether in effect it be ever at; 
tained or no. 

F. You do well: and I will endeavour 
to ſatisfy you. Remember then that it is 
not the perfection of God, nor of Angels, but 
of men: and that neither is it the ſame degree 
of perfection in each individual man, but diffe- 
rent according to mens different capacities. Ina 
word, ir is not © impeccability, but  /anceriry: 
And now I will further fhew you what this 10 
ſincerity means; and that it is the very thing | 
required of us ; as alſo that it is attainable; 
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1 Cor. 5. 8. 


and that it has been attained. After which Tit. 2. 7o 


I adviſe you to diſpute no longer about it, 
but to apply your ſelf to practice, and let the 


effects thereof shine forth in your life. Sin- 


cerity is nothing elſe but an honeſt, upright, 


hearty, and conſtant application of mind, ac- 


companied with the ſame faithful exertion of 


all poſſible endeavours, to do the thing re- 


quired, *Tis the "_ of all that poſſibly can 
be 
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be done, and not more. 


Deut. - Heart, and declaring the 
are. _— 37. his ſervice with that of the world: 1 lay this 
* of all our powers in the obeying of his 
commandments, And where the heart is 
thus ſincere and __ the intention ho- 
8 and the mind willing, I do not fay the 


ix deed is accepted according to the mea- 
1 2Cor. 8.12 » ſure of the capacity, 


not. Aud hence it is that in Scripture / 


29. 9. heart. And the Apoſtle Paul ® in the {ame 


Phil. 3. 12, Place, where he acknowledges that he had | 


I5. not really attained to perfection, but was only 
preſſing forwards towards it, nevertheleſs ac- 


counts himſelf amongſt the number of thoſe | 


that are perfect: undoubtedly, becauſe his 
endeavours were ſincere and conſtant, Now 
that this ſort of perfection is attainable is 
evident in it ſelf, beyond any proof that can 
be made of it. For it is nothing elſe but 
doing all that ever a man can do. And ſure- 


ly 
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ity of his doing what he can do. But here 
will be good to ſubjoin, that this notion 


Ir doing all a man can do is not a palliation 


Yor groſs and frequent miſcarriages. On the 


ontrary, it is an abſolute obligation to over- 
tome them. For there is no man but by a 


onſtant watchfulneſs may be ſo far maſter 
Jef his own actions as not to fall frequently 
nto the fame known fault, Let us conſt” 
Fr it in a familiar example. What ſo com- 
Inon as fearing? Now can it be doubted 
but any habitual ſwearer may, with a ſtrong 
Jeſolution and diligent care, retain himſelf 
one quarter of an hour from that ſin? Sure- 

ly it cannot. But if a quarter of an hour, 
J why not then half an hour, why not an 
J tour; a day, a week, a month, a year? The 


ſame care will ſtill produce the ſame effect. 


And not only ſo, but the work will be more 


eaſy in the end than in the beginning. For 
the ſtrength of the habit, which in the be- 
ginning ſwayed powerfuliy towards vice, 
:nd made the firſt reſiſtance difficult, will 


in the end help as effectually towards the 
work 
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*ſe ve 
. work of reformation, and make the con£ bing / 


queſt eaſy. Then will be experienc'd th& 

3 ©" truth of thoſe fayings, That the Command 
3. ments of Chriſt are not * grievous, but that] xy OL 

. = his ® yoke is eaſy and his burden light. Andyhere 
what I fay on this particular inſtance of x eff 

{wearing will hold in all other known tranſ- Iniſed 

greſſions. Reſolution and watchfulneſs will n, 1 

overcome them. e that makes it as muc | ttain 

his buſineſs to reform his life as another} vſt © 

does ta learn ſome trade, or art, will ſucceed} 


ay, th 
bppin 


have 
as effectually in that deſign as the other in this. 2 
The one may fail now and then: But in the ¶ nore 


main he practiſes his art exactly, and is 
therefore reputed a perfect maſter. And ſa 
the other, tho'* he be not exempt from all 
poſſibility of miſcarriage, yet he cannot chuſe f 
but attain to ſuch a conqueſi over ſm, as 
Rom. 6. 12. ht it hall have no longer any * rule over | 
him, and to ſuch a general and habitual prac- 
tice of virtue as may truly denominate. him 
r Prov- 28. 13. a righteous perſon. And doing ſo, that man 
= pay © may have comfort; for the ſer pture is molt | 
Ez. 3. 18, & c. evidently clear that his r former tranſgreſfioiis 
Ez. 18. all be no longer imputed to him, but that by 


Ez. 335 
Rom. 2. 7. perſeverance 
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ſeverance in an habitual courſe of well- 
con | hing he ſhall ſav? his ſoul. Thus then, I 
they, this perfection is attainable; and with it, 
andi Iuppineſs. The importance is, that we ap- 
that ty our ſelves heartily to the work : For 
AndJwhere ſuch application is real, it fails not to 
e of ie effeftnal. In the laſt place, I have pro- 
anſ· Iniſed to shew you that this ſort of perfecti- 
will en, 1 ſay, perfect ſincerity, has in effect been 
uch ttained : And for that I here give you 4 
ther js 
reed 


his. iſurance in their tondition. I wil add no tha 5 2 
the more. But to conclude, becauſe of the im- Job 31. 6. 
Pſal. 75 8. 


| Is wrtance of the matter, I refer you, for 


8 


Liſt © of divers perſons who are recorded to t * Kings 
* [RL thereby experienced both comfort and Net, "a + 


Pſal. 26. 


10M te removal of all other doubts upon it, un- If. 38. 3. 


al Jo that honeſt and plain, yet excellent, diſ- 
Fcourſe of the reverend Dr. Tilloz/on's upon 
4 | Fohn 3. 10. (In this the children of God 
5 e manifeſt, and the children of the devil: 
A »boſcever doth not righteouſneſs is not of God.) 


"7 which ſingle ſermon of his will teach you 

5 nore ſolid and uſeful religion than many 

b Frolumes of notional and diſputative au- 
ors, 

9 e S. 4 


2 Cor. 1.12. 
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S. I cannot but now acknowledge th 27 
this Scheme you have given me of Chriſti : Bu 
Religion is ſo plain and intelligible in all 11 ore 
parts, ſo ſuited to the faculties of humangl |: 
nature, and ſo agreeable to the revealed willl de. 
of God in Scripture, that IJ am conſtrained th thi 
acquieſce in every thing you have ſaid. An are 
the great clearneſs that I now perceive ther Ar 
in makes me aſtoniſhed at the perverſenetf] {© 
of thoſe men, who, rather than follow the th. 
guidance of this light, and walk in tha th, 
even path which it diſcovers unto them 1 0 
chuſe to throw themſelves into nien th 
and obſcure labyrinths, where they have n@ ple 
aſſiſtance in their conduct but from the tre 
faint and uncertain glances of dark or dazzY th 
ling 9 — or, to ule a ſcripture metas 8 
| e Jerem, 2. Phor, who * forſake the fountain of living I's 


| 13. waters, and hew out unto themſelves Ciz ſp 
\ fterns, broken Ciſterns, that can hold oe 
# water. J for 


F. Your aſtonichment is not without * 
cauſe. Yet the reaſon of this milcarriagh T 
may be eaſily perceived. Intereſt in th cc 


guides or governors, and ignorance in the gr ha 
neral 
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zeral herd of men, contribute much unto it. 
But our ſaviour himſelf has ſhown us the 
great reaſon thereof, in telling us that * men John 3.1 9. 


ge th 
hriſti 
all i 


uma love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their 
ed wil deeds are evil. They are conſcious to 
ned t 4 themſelves of the evil of their doings, and 


are loath to be at the pains of reforming : 

2 50 and therefore they endeavour to frame un- 

rlene WJ to themſelves ſuch a ſyſtem of religion as 

w ti89 they fancy may fave them in their fins, ra- 

1 tha ther than from their ſins. This is the great 

the obſtacle to the advancement of truth, that 

ricat ö they d receive not the love of it, but have b2 Thel.2, 

ve nf pleaſure in rnrighteouſneſs. But without 

1 the troubling our ſelves further in ſearching out 

daz the occaſion of theſe mens miſcarriage, I 

metas again exhort you, unto whom this true 

living I'ght now shineth, that you make it your 

ſpecial care to. caſt off the unfruitful works © Rom. 13. 
of darkneſs, and to let * your light ſo shine be- Eph. f. 11. 

fore men that they may ſee your good works, © Es 16. 
and glorify the father who is in heaven. f 
That will be a far more effectual way of 
convincing them, than all that I have ſaid 

has been to convince you. 


—_ 


— _ of 
9 
< wut eat — 


WF. ACP = \ jr OY _ — Y n | g 
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S. I thankfully receive your admonition 
and reſolve now to ceaſe all uſeleſs inquiſi 
tiveneſs, and by the grace of God, to apply 

my ſelf ſo diligently to the regulation o 
my life by theſe rules, that J may in the 


end be made partaker of that "happineſs 


Which attends the obſervance 6f them ; and 
that you may, in the mean time, receive 


the comfort to ſee that your labour has not 


been beſtowed upon me in vain. 

F. The good God, I beſeech him, 
ſtrengthen your honeſt reſolutions, and 
crown them with a ſuitable ſucceſs. To 
facilitate your work, I will ſum up all ina 
few words, and then leave you to his bleſ- 
fing. You have karnt that the ſubſtance of 
true religion confiſts neither in ceremonies nov 
notions, but in ſincerity and practice. It ties 

Rom. 28, not in outward * profeſſion and ſhew; not in 
Gal: 6. 25. 9b meats and drinks, and other carnal ordi- 


Heb. 9. 20. 
. 11. aces ; not in ſacrifices , tho even of God's 


— own appointment ; not in * faith; nay, not in 
— 14 " gifts, how excellent ſoever ; nor even in the 
2 Ge. knowledge of deepeſt myſteries. Theſe things 

indeed are means and inſtruments, But the 


end 


der. 
Vha 
im 
1s 


. 


ition 
quiſi 


apply 


n 0 
the 


Ineſs| 


and 
celve 


& telling us, that 
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1d of all is * righteouſneſs, and the effect 


dereof is peace and joy in the holy Ghoſt. 
hat God requires at our hands, towards 


truth. What he n of us towards 


ur neighbours, is © brotherly kindneſs and 1 Cor. a+ - 
Co 


rarity, St. — explains this laſt branch, pet. . 4 
pure religion and unde- Jam. 1. 27 
God the father, conſiſts in viſiting 

he fatherleſs and widows in their affliction, 

nd in keeping our ſelves unſpotted from the 

orld., And the prophet Micah compre- 

nds both branches, in requiring us, To 

0 * juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk hum- eMit. 6.8. 
with our God: Theſe then are the eternal 
nd indiſpenſable laws of God to manleind. 
The goſpel of Feſas Chriſt is ſo far from diſ. 
ing there withal, that its great deſign is 
o inforce them more ſtrongly, and to bind 


ed before 


s thereunto more firmly than either the 
law of nature, or the law of Moſes\had done 
K tore. 
md to work righteouſneſs, are the means to 
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a Rom. 14+ 


17. 


imſelf, is That we adore him in ſpirit and Young. hs 


rocure acceptance with him, and to ſecure * K Per. 3. p 


ur © happineſs both here and 


15 
and hereafter Mat, 10. 2» 


Co 


F | Where- 2 Tim,4-7.8. 


It teaches us that to fear God, ( Actsto. 37. 


Rom. ro 


p Tit. 2. 15 
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Wherefore anuiſe not your ſelf about ele pe 

Tim. „ queſtions, and verbal controverſies, avoid ſe 
ite. 6. profane and vin babblings, and oppoſition of 1 
u Hint g. Hache, falſy fo. called: Bor fler am. 1, 
5: F849, dries railings, cui ſur miss, ran f 


diſputatiaus, uncharitableneſs, and all manneſ 
*. vil. But ffudy thou the things whic | 


of evi) 

become ſaund doctrine, to know your duty is 

all, occaſions, and to do it. \Be; careful 4 

"Tit: 3-8- ! qnaipegin goed ovorks : Beit rich theryin 

18. Make your feif a  flore-thereof again th 

» 1 Tim. — time to come, fer they ill enable you . 

1 Tim. 2 lay held on eternal life: Exerciſe thy ſth 

77 b. continually unto godlinef,, for that hath th 

promiſe both of the life that now is, and 

that which is to come. Now that yc 

may always remember theſe inſtructiot 

i Prov. 4-21. that they may not | depart from thine.eyes 

but be deeply engrauen even upon the tabl, 

of thy heart (becauſe indeed they will & 
Prov. 3. 8. ® health to thy navel, and marrow ro 

bones) I will ſeal them up with the ward 

of aged David; and as he to his fon Sele 

1 Chron · Man, ſo I adviſe you, my ſon, Know 100 

28. 9. the God of thy father, and ſerve him with. 

6 per 


m Prov. 3. Ze 
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ſeleſſſ perfect heart, and willing mind : For the Lord 
aid WY ſearcheth all hearts, and underflandeth all 
in the imaginations of the thonghts : tf chou ſeek 
"ame iy hizs be ill be faund of thee, buct if thay fer- | | 
e ſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever, 9 


ADVICE[|, 
TO A 


S ON. E 


Y dear and only ſon, 

Now that thy infant years are 
{ done. (o're. 
4 All childish toys at] once give 
+ To manly thoughts thy mind 
N prepare, 
1 Receive theſe marks of my paternal 
ce; BY 


And 


— 
— 


— - > 
wh * 


W cat... 
0 > 
* * 


1 


OY — 


* W — ů — — — — 
- — ——— — 
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ADVICE.70 4 SON. 
nd lend both ear and heart unto my lore, 
FR on TOY 
"Tis love, pure. love, that it inſpires, 
Love without mixture of baſe. ends, 
Love that from heav/n proceeds, and thither 
_— 


— 
_— 


5 2 F Be wiſe. , +4292 
, A that erer Mortab prizes. 
| | = Honour, pleaſure, | 
Power, treaſure ; 
+ Offner diſdain d; 
But ſtill, with or without them, happineſs 
is gain d en 
By what that ſyllable implies, | 
' Wiſdom ! O comprehenſive theme! 
| | Who can fathom, who can teach, 
are How far wiſdom's power doth 
re. 2 reach? f 
ive || lle that attempts to draw that 
ind | ſcheme 
©, _ Muſt ſcr full high, full deep muſt 
_... Mult, luſtrate all the univerſe, 


” cant 


wif 


Wet. - - . 
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” en... RE 1 


| ADVICE: was ON. 


| Wiſdom through each part 25 di 7 
2 T 
A conſtant vig roũs influence. A 


© To meaneſt works che gently bend, 
To higheſt nobly she aſcends, 
And unto all her ſelf extends. 
Her voice divine, of laws the beſt, 
Secretly ' penetrates each breaſt ; 
Is felt more eas ly than expreſt; 
And known to him that filently attends, 


— 


Hail glorious fountain of eternal light! N 
Thy great Idea grows too bright. 
Either increafe and ftrengthen my weak fiph 
Or check my too advent'reus flight. 
Tezch me, that T may teach thy ways, 
In hymble, modeft lays, 
Conceiv'd with caſe, and eas ly underſtooc 
Do thou reduce = 
My wangring thoughts to uſe; 
And teach that to be. Bye i is to be good. 


Bleſt con} junction, happy band, 


Hſdam and virtue hand in hand! 
Bicſt ſoul that yields to their ſupreme cor 


(man 


ADVICE to 4SON. 


Ry. mutual helps they guide us as we go: 
The firſt ſtep is to know, the next to do, 


. FAnd the ſearch of knowledge too, from 
y bend, thence 
, We learn this uſeful inference; 


That tho she various objects may preſent 

© beſt, Some for delight, and ſome for ornament ; 
ſt; ro ach of which our ſtudious minds to 
eft ; cheer, 
ends. Some moments may be fitly ;giv'n ; 

Yet none deſerves our ſaul's main bent, 
Nor. wholly. clears from guilt of time miſ- 

| ſpent, 
But what directs our pradties here, 


Tis in religion's ſchool ve learn that skill: 
Not humane ſchools, which all with noiſe do 
fill. 
Deep truth, like rivers deep, runs ſmooth 
and.ftill, 
Religion, ſov'rain miſtreſs of man's life, 
Is in thoſe ſchools ſo rudely toſt, 
The bond peace becomes the ball of ſtrife, 
e coil And oft is in the hurry loſt. 
. The 
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ADVICE fo 2 SON; 


The learn d, forſooth, in notions ſo delight, 
That for meer notions they contend and 
fight; 
Notions confeſt ſo high that they eſcape ou 
ſight. ; 
"Whilſt vulgar ſouls, alas, to earth depreft 


In chews of pageantry take up their reſt, 
And only for corporeal rites contelt. 


Thus moſt purſue an empty name, 


A fantom which themſelves do fratne 
(Solid religion few diſcover : ) | 
And therefore erring in their aim, 
Muſt needs shoot short or over. 


Religion ne ertheleſs ſubliſts. 
Nay she in obvious truth conſiſts. 


"Tis we that her involve; then ſeck, in, 


Hence all Chimera, vain, 


Her ſeat is in the heart. 
Hence all adult rate dreſs of art. 
Her native beauty shines thro et part; 


And all her paths are ſtreight, her ** * 


cepts plain. 


Her 


He 


cc 


The vap'rous products of a heated brain. 


ADVICE 70.4 SON. 


Her School ſtands open. Hark! She bids us 
look. 
Whilſt she unfolds for double book. 
God's word, and nature's law. 
1 Theſe two (s hy) ol truth con- 
tain, * 
« And each the other beſt explain. 
- * Whoreads but one may falſe condilions 
draw, 
« But who compares them both ne er 
n in the main. 


„ You that will learn (again she crys.) 
Reflect on your short poſſibilities; 
« And frame not projects vain above the 
© Skys. 
« Your ſeveral relations view; 
« And render, as you can, to each its due. 


Do not ſo much aſpire 
« At ſpeculations higher, 
« As unto what you know ſtill to be true. 
“For I no task above your force require; 
e And knowledge beſt by practice will accrue. 
« To God pay pure and humble adoration. 
& To man bear univerſal Love. 


Let reaſon in each breaſt rule ev'ry Paſſion, 
All 


> 
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ADVICE ts A SON 
« All Duties on theſe Hinges move. 
« Meditate on their uſe, and it improve 
*The oppoſite to theſe is an; 
* Ore which a Vid'ry ſure to win, 
Conſult, believe, obey your God wirhin. 


She ſaid. And I, my Son, will add no more, 
Theſe truths are pregnant. Fill thy ſtore; 
Then till, then ſow thy ground. Blow thin 
own park ; 
And fit not ſleeping in the dark. 
Be bold; but cautious. On, with docil mind, 
And with integrity of breaſt; 
In following her inſtructions thowshalſt find, 
Or ſafely We ignore the reſt.” 
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